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Inquiry Question: How did Bayard Rustin’s identity shape his beliefs and actions?
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How did Bayard Rustin’s identity shape his beliefs and actions?

Inquiry Question:

Sasha Guzman
Social Justice Humanitas Academy

Content Standards

11.10 - Students analyze the development of federal civil rights and voting rights.

4. Examine the roles of civil rights advocates (e.g., A. Philip Randolph, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Malcolm X, Thurgood Marshall, James Farmer, Rosa Parks), including the significance of Martin
Luther King, Jr. 's "Letter from Birmingham Jail" and "I Have a Dream" speech.

CCSS Standards:
History/Social Science, Grade 11-12

* (CCSS RH 11.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources connecting insights to such features as the date and origin of the gained from
specific details to the text as a whole.

e (CCSSRH 11. 3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events Key | a process related
to history/social studies a text; determine whether earlier events caused and determine
which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

Speaking & Listening, Grade 11-12

* (CCSSSL 12.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of
emphasis, and tone used.

* W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Overview of Lesson

In this lesson, students will examine primary sources to understand how Bayard Rustin’s identity
shaped and influenced his actions as a Civil Rights leaders. They will participate in whole group
discussions and small group work to deepen their knowledge on who Bayard Rustin is and how
his identity as a gay man affected his life as an advocate. They will demonstrate their learning by
writing an argumentative essay answering the inquiry question.

Sources
* Interview
* Biography
* News Articles
* Flyer
Procedures

1. Alphabet Brainstorm to determine what prior knowledge students have about the topic:
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3.

a. Have students write the alphabet down the left-hand side of their paper. Instruct
them to fill in one thing they know about the Civil Rights Movement for each letter. Give
them a timeframe suitable for your student needs.

b. Project a document with the alphabet listed vertically and call on students to fill
out the list as a class. Students can use this collective list to fill in blanks with a different
color pen. https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/alphabet-
brainstorm

Do a Close Viewing Protocol to introduce Bayard Rustin via video clip “Bayard Rustin:
They Gay Man Behind the March on Washington” (13 min, 43 sec) to address the multiple
intelligences in the classroom.

Show students the questions both before and after viewing the video clip so that they are
able to anticipate what the debrief conversation will be and have time to process their
own contribution.

1.What is the purpose of this film? Is it to teach, entertain, or do something else? How
well is it doing this?

2. Who/what is left out of the message?

3. Whose interests are served by telling/showing the message in a particular way?

4. What motivations might the filmmaker have? How are these manifested in the film?

5. What do you already know about the topic? How might your prior knowledge of the
topic change how you experience the film?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoDkLMIbcSs&t=618s
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/close-viewing-

protocol

Lead a Jigsaw Activity to review the documents:
1) Number students off #1-6 and assign each group one of the six documents. “Randomly”
assign the readings (lower reading level - more complex) students based on their lexile
level.
2) Give students 10-15 mins to meet with their “expert group” and read and annotate
through the document while completing the graphic organizer.
3) Regroup students so that each reading is represented by one student. Have them share
out the information gathered in the graphic organizer and record it into their own.

Readings:

1. “An Interview with Bayard Rustin”, pg. 3-7 Journal of the Reconciling Congregation
Program, Spring 1987

2. Bayard Rustin biography, Uncited Source

3. “The only way | could be a free person...”, Washington Blade, February 7, 1986

4. Bayard Rustin Flyer

5. “Bayard Rustin: The Gay Struggle As Viewed By A Lifelong Fighter For Nonviolent Change”
The ADVOCATE, September 29, 1987

6. “Black, Gay Rights Linked in History”, Liberal Opinion Week, March 1, 2004




https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/jigsaw-developing-

community-and-disseminating-knowledge

Assessment
Using the information gathered from the film clip and written primary sources, have students
individually write a response to the inquiry question:

How did Bayard Rustin’s identity shape his beliefs and actions? Be sure to cite textual evidence to
support your argument.

See sample CCSS Argumentative Writing rubric.

Bibliography
All primary sources courtesy of the ONE National Gay and Lesbian Archive, http://one.usc.edu/

Primary Sources
*  “AnInterview with Bayard Rustin”, pg. 3-7 Journal of the Reconciling Congregation
Program, Spring 1987
* Bayard Rustin biography, Uncited Source
* “The only way | could be a free person...”, Washington Blade, February 7, 1986
* Bayard Rustin Flyer
* “Bayard Rustin: The Gay Struggle As Viewed By A Lifelong Fighter For Nonviolent Change”
The ADVOCATE, September 29, 1987
Teaching Resources
* Facing History and Ourselves - Teaching Strategies
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ayard Rustin is one of
the owrstanding human
nghe proponents and strote wists of
our day. Usually working our of
the public spotlighs,  Rustin's
Wi onomic analyss, commit-
et o nonvivlent sociol change,
and tactical onganizing  have
been intgral to the civil rights,
pacifist. and trade union move-
ety of the mid-2h contury,
Born March 17, 1913 iy
Wast Chester, Pennsylvanic, Rus-
un’s carly life was aiflucniced by
the Quaker  puacifism of iy
yramdmother and his porsonal
aperiences of a segrgaiad soci-
ely. After srudies ar Wilberforee
College. Cheyney State College,
and the Cuy Colicge of New
York. Rusiin became race refa-
tons direcior for the Fellowship
of Reconcdiation. Ar this itme
Rustin also began his long-time
wseciation with A. Philip Ran-
dolph, president of the Brother-
hood of Slecping Car Porery.
Senving as yowth oryanizer for Ran-
dolph’s march on Washingion,
Standing jirm 1o his con-
VICHONY on fustice, nonviolenee,
and human cquality, Rustin
served more than mo years in
Lewisbung Fenitensiary as a con-
sewentious objector during World
War Il und, thereafier, served 30
duys on a North Caroling chain
gang for his purticipaiion in the
Sinst Freedom Ride in the South

Staning back at the
| Pennsylvania, what did you absorb,

In 1955 Rustin became a l
special assistant 10 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. He helped or-
ganize the Montgomery bus bo e
cott and drew up the plany for
the Southern Christian 1eader-
ship Conference. At the beheyt of
King and Randolph, Rustin was
the chief organizer of the 1963
March on Washington. Russin's
influcnce expanded the dgenda
Jor this gathering of 250,000 peo-
ple beyond demands for inteyra-
ot g0 include fundamental
cconomic and social reformy.

Rustin founded the A. Philip
Randolph Instiveic in 1964 10
huild coalitions for sovial change
between the labor mosemeni, the
bluck comumunity, and other
Lroups. While seving ay exec-
utive director  there, he  hay
become increasingly well-known
@ a commentitor on human
rights and social chanyge.

Ay agay man, Bayard Rustin
has been subjected to private and
public  castigation throughout
his career. While, in his own
wards. he “never came out of the
closet with flags flying " Rustin
kas not compromised hiy posi
fon as a social pioneer who hap- |
pens 1o be gay. In this interview |
with Open Hands, Rustin ad- ,
dresses this part of his lifs maost
often ignarad in other public
Jorums.
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in West Chester,
spoken or un-
spoken, about homosexuality in your upbringing?

beginning,

My early life was that olbeing & memberof a very, very
close-knit family. I was born illegitimate. My mother was
about 17 when | was born, and, consequently, my
grandparents reared me. The fa mily members were [a rgely
Democrats, long before most other Black families. My
grandmother was one of the leaders of the NAACP; she
had helped found the Black Nurses’ Society and the Black
community center.

There were two homosexual boys in high school that
were rather flamboyant, and the community, | think,
looked down on their flamboyance much more than on
their homosexuality. But, in general, the question of
homosexuality never emerged as a social problem until |
gotto college. What I heard in high school was: Why don't
those guys behave themselves? Why are they always doing
something outlandish”

As far as my early life is concerned, there was one other
incident. There was one young man who was very highly
respected in the community that I can remember as a
child hearing whispening about. But I never could put my
finger on what it was that made him, in the eyes of people,
different. One of the reasons that this was confusing to me
was that he was highly respected—he was a member of the
church, sang in the choir, played the organ, and seemed to
be such a responsible, talented, and charming person that
I could never get quite what it was that was being
whispered about him. I asked my grandmother once, and
she said “Oh, well, he's just a linle different from other
people and I wouldn' pay any atieation to it." On one
occasion this fellow was visiting our home, and when he
was leaving he put his arms around me and kissed me
(which had never happened 10 me with a man before).
Later when I was discussing him with my grandmother, |
said “You know ir’s very interesting, but this is the second
time that he has hugged me and tried to kiss me." My
grandmother simply said, "Well, did you enjoy it And |
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ili i ing 1987.
Source A: “An Interview with Bayard Rustin,” Journal of the Reconciling Congregation Program, Spring
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An Interview
with Bayard Rustin
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said "No, I feltit very peculiar.” And she said, "Well, if you
don’tenjoy it, don’t let him do it.” That's all she said. And
that was the extent of it.

Now it was in college I came to understand that I had a
real physical attraction to a young man.

This attraction was to a particular young man?

Oh yes, very definitely. He lived in California. We were
both at Wilberforce College in Ohio. He used to come
home with me for the holidays. I had a bedroom of my
own, but it had twin beds in it—he slept in his bed and ]
slept in mine. We never had any physical relationship but
a very intense, friendly relationship. At that point, I knew
exactly what was going on, but I did not feel then that I
could handle such a physical relationship. But | never
went through any trauma about coming out because |
realized what was going on. | was also strong and secure
enough to be able to handle it. But 1 have always
sympathized with people who, for one reason or another,
go through the great trauma that [ never experienced.

Can you say a little more about how you handled your
coming out?

There was onc young man at home who was interested
in me when I came back from college. (This is what makes
me know that my grandmother knew what was hap-
pening.) My grandmother called me into the kitchen one
Saturday morning (we always had sort of weekly talks on
Saturday morning in the Kitchen while we were preparing
lunch), and she said, “You know I want to recommend
something o you. In selecting your male friends, you
should be careful that you associate with people who have
as much to lose as you have.” And | said, "What do you
mean, as much to lose as { have?” She said, “Well, you
have a very good reputation, so you should go around with
people who have good reputations. You are being
educated; you must make friends with people who are
being educated. You have cerain values, and you must
make certain that people you 20 out with hold those
values. Otherwise you could find yourself in VEry serious
trouble. Because very often people who do not have as
much to lose as you have can be very careless in
belriending you because they are careless in befriending
themselves.” | think that a fanily in which the members
know and accept onc’s lifestyle is the most helpful factor
for emotional stability, They were aware that | was having
an affair with my friend from colicge, and they obviously
approved it. Not that anybody said, “Oh, I think it's a good
thing.” But they would say, “Friends have invited us over
for dinner tonight, and we told them that your friend is
here, and they said it's quite all right for you to bring him

4 Open Handy

along” There was never any conflict. And yet there was
never any real discussion.

A few years 1ater you moved to New York City. The
clubs in Harlem in the 1930s and 1940s were known as
meccas for gay men and lesbians. Did you interact in
that world?

Well, Harlem was a totally different world than I had
known. When I came to New York, I lived with a sister
(really my aunt) who lived on St Nicholas Avenue, which
was at that time the main thoroughfare of Black New York
aristocracy—it was called Sugar Hill. That's where the
Black doctors, the lawyers, the professionals, and min-
isters lived. In the Black upper class there were a great
number of gay people. So long as they did not pubhcize
their gayness, there was litle or no discussion of it A
number of the poets, artists, musicians were gayorlesbian.
And the clubs paid little attention. In that carly period
there were few gay clubs becausc there didn't need to be.
The gay clubs came later, with World War Il and after. |
think that the Black community has been largely willing
to accept its gay elements so long as they were not openly
gay. It was luter when the gay clubs came, and gay men
and lesbians wanted the right 10 come out of the closet,
that I think the Black community became quite as
intolerant as the white community,

Why is that, in your estimation? What caused the
resistance to acceptance?

Well, 1 think the community felt that we have, as
Blicks, so many problems to putup with, and we have 0
defend ourselves so vigorously against being labeled as
ignorani, irresponsible, shutilers, etc., there's so much
prejudice against us, why do we need the gay thing, too? |
remember on one occasion somebody said to me,
"Goodness gracious! You're a socialist, you're a con-
scientious objector, you're gay, you're Black, how many
Jeopardies can you afford”" I found that people in the civil
rights movement were perfectly willing 1o accept me so
long as I didn’t declare that I was gay.

During those years in New York were there any gay or
lesbian role models for you?

Hall Johnson, leader of the Hall Johnson Choir, was
gay and one of the most important Black musicians of his
time. He was probably the key role model for me. He was
responsible for helping train people like Leontyne Price
and all kinds of other opera singers, and was the
inspiration for many other musicians. 1 used to go to his
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apartment. It was never a hangout for gay men and
lesbians: it was a hangout for musicians and artists. And if
You were gay or lesbian (and there were many of us) you
were there too.

Aa you began working for the Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation, did it seem like you were leading a double
lite—moving in the artist and musician circles in New
York and becoming involved in the different sphere of
human rights activists?

It was amongst the Fellowship people that there was
hypocrisy—more so<calied love and affection and non-
violence toward the human family, but it was there that 1
found some of the worst attitudes to gays. I experienced
this personally after I'd been released from working with
the Fellowship when I was arrested in California on what
they called a “morals charge.” Many of the people in the
Fellowship of Reconciliation were absolutely intolerant in
their attitudes. When 1 lost my job there, some of these
nonviolent Christians despite their love and affection for
humanity were not really able to express very much
affection to me. Wherein members of my family (a couple
of them had actually fought in the war) were loving,
considerate, and accepting. So there are times when
people of goodwill may find it difficult to maintain
consistency between belief and action. This can be very
difficult for some people when faced with a homosexual
relationship,

Lahr, in the early ‘60s, Adam Ciayton Powell threat-
ened to expose you, and J. Strom Thurmond did make
accusations against you. Did you experience many
other incidents like these?

Yes, for example, Martin Luther King, with whom 1
worked very closely, became very distressed when a
number of the ministers working for him wanted him to
dismiss me from his staff because of my homosexuality.
Martin set up a committee 1o discover what he should do.
They said that, despite the fact that 1 had contributed
tremendously to the organization (I drew up the plans for
the creation of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and did most of the planning and fundraising
in the early days), they thought that I should separate
myself from Dr. King,

When was this, the late 195087

This was about 1960 actually. This was the time when
Powell threatened to expose my so-called homosexual
relationship with Dr. King. There, of course, was no

An Interview
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homosexual relationship with Dr. King But Martin was
50 uneasy about it that I decided 1 did not want Dr. Kingto
have to dismiss me. | had come to the SCLC to help. If 1
was going to be a burden I would leave—and | did.
However Dr. King was never happy about my leaving. He
was deeply torn—although 1 had left the SCLC. he
frequently called me in and asked me to help. While in
1960 he felt real pressure to fire me, in 1963 he agreed that |
should organize the March on Washington, of which he
was one of the leaders.

During those tumuituous times when your private life
was threatened to be exposed, how did you deal with
that? Whom did you find support from?

InJune of 1963, Senator Strom Thurmond stood in the
Congress and denounced the March on Washington
because | was organizing it. He called me a communist, a
sexual pervert, a dralt dodger, etc. The next day Mr. A
Phillip Randolph called all the Black leaders and said, "I
want 1o answer Strom Thurmond's attack. But [ think we

ought not 1o get involved in a big discussion of

homosexuality or communism or draft dodging. What [
want to do, with the approval of all the Black Teaders, is to
issue a statement which says: “We, the Black leaders of the
civil rights movements and the leaders of the trade union
movement and the leaders of the Jewish, Protestant, and
Catholic church which are organizing this march have
absolute confidence in Bayard Rustin's ability, his in-
tegrity, and his commitment to nonviolence as the best
wiy 10 bring about social change. He will continue to
organize the March with our full and undivided sup-
port.” ™ He said, "Il any of you are called, I do not want any
discussion beyond that—Is he a homosexual? Has he
been arrested? We simply say we have complete con-
fidence in him and his integrity.” And thar's exactly what
happened.

Someone came to Mr. Randolph once and said, "Do
you know that Bayard Rustin is a homosexual”? Do you
know he has been arrested in California? I don't know
how you could have anyone who is a homosexual working
for you” Mr. Randolph said, “Well, well, if Bayard, a
homosexual, is that talented—and | know the work he
does for me—maybe I should be looking for somebody
else homosexual who could be so useful.” Mr. Randolph
was such a completely honest person who wanted
everyone else also to be honest. Had anyone said to him,
“Mr. Randolph, do you think I should openly admit that |
am homosexual?,” his attitude, | am sure, would have
been, “Although such an admission may cause you
problems, you will be happier in the long run Because
his idea was that you have to be what you are.

Open Humds 3§
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many civil rights groups in the
at least begin to
ts?

You were involved in
‘40s, '50s, ‘603, ‘70s. Did any of them
internally think about lesbian/gay righ

Alter my arrest (in California in '53), I 'tried to get the
Black community to face Uup to the fact that one of the
reasons that some homosexuals went to places where they
might well be arrested was that they were not welcome
elsewhere. I wanted 10 get people to change their attitudes,
but they always made it personal. They would say, “Well,
now, Bayard, we understand—we know who you are and
we know what you are, but you're really different.” And I'd
say. "I don’t want to hear that. | want you to change your
attitudes.” But there was little action, and even now it's
very diflicult to get the Black community doing anything
constructive about AIDS because it s thought of as a
“gay” problem.”

Looking back over your whole life, in what ways did
your being a gay man atfect the person that you are, the
person you have been?

Oh, I'think it has made a great difference. When one is
attacked for being Bay. it sensitizes you to a greater
understanding and sympathy for others who face bigotry,
and one realizes the damage that being misunderstood
can do to people. It's quite all right when people blast my
politics. That's their obligation. But to attack anyone
because he's Jewish, Black, a homosexual, a woman, or
any other reason over which that person has no control is
quite terrible. But making my peace and adjusting 10
being attacked has helped me to grow. 1t's given me a
certain sense of obligation to other people, and it's given
me a maturity as well as a sense of humor.

You were asking about role models earlier—I think
one of the best, most helpful, Black men in the *20s and
‘30s and '40s was a professor at Howard University whose
name was Alain Locke. I got to know Alain Locke very
well. He was gay and held open house for the literati and
for young peopic like young Langston Hughes and
Richard Wright. 1 suspect that he was probably more of a
male role model for me than anyone else. He never felt it
necessary to discuss his gayness. He was always a friend to
those who were aspiring to be writers. Therefore, he

people could say
about him was that they suspected he was gay, not that he
was mean or that he was in any way unkind. So I find that
It's very important for members of a minority group to
develop an inner security. For in that way we become
fearless and very decent human beings.

I'shall never forget once at a meeting, a chap from the
Fellowship of Reconciliation accused me of impairing the
morals of minors and stated that the organization should

6 Open Hands
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ot permif me to associate with all the youngsters in the
organization. A young man stood up at this meeting and
said something which was so amazing 1 have never
forgotten about it. He said, “I want this group to know that
Iam now 22, and I went to bed with Bayard Rustin |ast
year. And it was a culmination of five years of the most
profound and deep friendship and lové that | have ever
known. And 1 am nor homoscxual, and I will marry,and |
promise you now, if my first child is a boy, I'm going to
name him Bayard. I learned so ma ny important and good
things from him. ‘That's why I want my firstborn named
Bayard.” Now that took a tremendous amount of nerve on
his part. Four years later he named his firsthorn Bayard.

l fyou had to do it all over, if you had to live life knowing
what you know now, would you want to be gay?

I think, if I had a choice, I would probably elect not 10
be gay. Because I think that | might be able to do more 10
fight against the prejudice to gays if [ weren't gay, because
some people say I'm simply trying to defend myself. But
that's the only reason. 1 want to get nd of all kinds of
prejudices. And, quite frankly, one of the prejudices which
I find most difficult is the prejudice that some Black
homosexuals have to white homosexuals, the prejudice
that Oriental homosexuals have to everybody but Oriental
homosexuals, and certainly the tremendous amount of
prejudice that some white gay men and lesbians have 10
Blacks. And the reason this is sad to me is not that | expect
homosexuals to be any different basically than any other
human being, but it is sad because I do not believe that
they know that it is not prejudice to any one group that is
the problem, it is prejudice itself that is the problem.

That brings me to a very important point—pcople who
do not fight against all kinds of prejudice are doing three
terrible things. They are, first of all, perpetuating harm to
others. Secondly, they are denying their own selves
because every heterosexual is a part of homosexuality and
every homosexual is part of this so
I'harm any human being by my bigotry, I am, a( the same
time, harming myself because I'm a part of that person.
And, finally, cvery indifference to prejudice is suicide
because, if 1 don't fight all bigotry, bigotry itself will be
strengthened and, sooner or later, it will wrn on me. |
think that one of the things we have to be very careful of in
the gay and lesbian community is that we do not under
any circumstances permit ourselves to hold on to any
indifference to the suffering of any other human being.
The homosexuals who did not fight Hitler's prejudice to
the Jews finally got it. Now they may have gotten it
anyhow. But when the Gestapo came up the stairs after
them, they would have died knowing that they were better
human beings if only they had fought facism and resisted
when the Jews were being murdered.

~called straight world. If
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Are you hopeful for the human race? Do you think prej-
udice will be overcome? Do you think it's improved
during your lifetime?

Oh, Lthink, it's improved some places; it's gotten worse
in others. But | have learned a very significant lesson from
the Jewish prophets. If one really follows the com-
mandments of these prophets, the question of hopeful or
nonhopeful may become secondary or unimportant.
Because these prophets taught that God does not require
us 1o achieve any of the good tasks that humanity must
pursue. What God requires of us is that we not stop trying.
And, therefore, [ do not expect that we can do anything
more than reduce prejudice 10 an irreducible minimum,
We have the responsibility 1o try to improve economic and
social conditions which [ believe may well reduce human
problems. As long as there’s this much unemployment
amongst Blacks and poor Hispanics and poor whiies, they
will prey on each other. Secondly, we can try to deal with
problems ol injustice by setting up a legal structure which
outlaws them and causes people to be punished if they
violate them. There's a third way, and this is what I call
the way of reconciliation. If you can get enough law and
You can get an economic structure, then you can get
people 1o tlive together in harmony, to go 10 school
together, and they will cooperate in the work force. Then
there is a deep learning process in which new stimuli will
Create new responses. Now these are three of the ways in
which I believe we can try 1o reduce prejudice.

I want to say a word while I'm on this, about the unique-
ness of the gay and lesbian community today. The pay
community now becomes the most important element
when it comes 1o answering the question that you have
raised about hope. Because the gay community today has
taken over where the Black community left off in 68 or '69.
In those days Black people were the barometer of social
change; Black people were the fitmus paper ol social
change. At that time if a person was prepared to accept
Blacks then it followed that that person was prepared to
look at Jews, Catholics, and other persons. Today gay men
and leshians have taken over that social role. Because
theirs is now the central problem and, if you are to £0 (0
the bowom line, if people cannot accept gay men and
lesbians, they may not be able to accept anybody who is
different.

That is what makes the homosexual central to how
much progress we can make in human rights. That means
there must be among gay men and lesbians themselves
tremendous political activity. And that means now that we
have an additional good reason for coming out of the
closet. We cannot really respect ourselves unless we're
willing to state quite honestly who we are. Beyond this
there’s now another reason why we must come out of the
closet, and that is to help carry on the real political
¢ for acceptance. Because if you do not fight for

An Interview
with Bayard Rustin

yourself in a very vigorous way, you cannot expect

anybody to join in a fight with you.

Do you have any observations, looking historically, at
the Black civil rights movement and the lesbian/gay
civil rights movement—where have there been simi-
larities; where have there been differences?

Well, I think the moral question is similar. But after
You get beyond that question, 1 think there are not many
similarities. The gay and lesbian community is not a
community which looks any one way, it is not a
community which behaves in any one way, Wherein
Blacks all look Black (which is not true, but people think
$0) and they have certain things you can point to—they
were once slaves, they were once uneducated-—gay men
and lesbians tend to belong 10 a more educated, college-
trained group. Gay men and lesbians are not all in that
group, by any means, but the visible ones are,

The prejudice to gay men and lesbians is much deeper.
Those who fight against gay men and lesbians carry a
propaganda which is designed 1o strike deeply at the most
fundamental concerns of our society. Antigay/tesbian
proponents will argue that humanity must have the tamily
and gay men and lesbians are anti-family. The society
advances only as there are children. Gay men and
lesbians will not produce children, The society will only
exist as long as there is a high standard of moral behavior.
Gay men particularly are pictured as running around
having sex with everybody in sight and not concerned
with anything other than their own immediate pleasure
and satisfaction. Now you and I know that much of thatis
decidedly untrue. But gay men and leshians are looked on
as being an unstable element when what you need in the
socicty is stability. As I suid this propaganda has been
carelully designed.

Beyond all this, the bigots argue that segments ol both
the Old and the New Testament have denounced
homosexuality as an abomination. If one goes through the
scriptures and picks out little pieces of this and that, ir's
possible to distort. You know, those who believe you
shouldn’t have anything to drink find the little place in the
Bible that justifies that attitude. Those who want to drink
will quote St. Paul and say "A little wine is good for thy
stomach’s sake™ People will pick out what they want
rather than seeing the scraptures as a growth in spiritual
insight. The people who want to carry on racial prejudice
will no longer talk about this as the way that God wants it
But people will still tell you that homosexuality is ungodly
and destructive. That's what | mean when | say that gay
men and lesbians have now become the barometer and
the litmus paper of human rights attitudes and social

change. 0

Open Handy 7
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Source B: Bayard Rustin biography, Uncited Source.

O

Rustin,Bayard (b.March 17th,1910, West Chester,Pa,-)
“¥% Civil rights leader
An illegitimate child,Rustin was raised by his grandparents in Yest ChesPer.
His grandmother belonged to the Society of I'riends,and he was influenced
by the Quakers pacifist principles.Rustin later recalled that when trav-
eling with hie high school football team he was physically ejected from a
restaurant because of his race;Rustin decided at that point never to accept
segregation.
Rustin joined the Young Communist Teague in 1936 because he belived that
it was committed to peace and to equal rights for blacks,He came to N,YC
as an organizer for the Teague in 1938 and attended the City College of NJY
Rustin left the YCT. in 1941 when after the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union
the Communists abandoned their opposition to World War Ii and called for
the subordination of all social protest to the cause of defeating Cermany,
After leaving that group he ,became a socialist and joined a pacifist,
ori¢ nondenominational regigious group,The Fellowship of Reconciliation,
which opposed the war and racial injustice.In 1941 Rustin worked with
A,Philip Randolph,President of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Forters,
in planning a march on Washington to demand fair employment practices in
the U.S.'s rapidly growing defense industries.The march was canceled when
President koosvelt issued an executive ordes banning racial discrimination
by defense contractors.During the 1940's Rustin,became one of the found-
ers of CORE(Congress of #acial Equality.Tn 1947 he helped plan and part-
icipated in CORE8S first Preedom Ride into the South.At about the same
time he became director of Randolph's Committee Aganist Discrimination in
the Armed Forces,which played a major role in securing President Harry 1.
Truman to issue a executive order prohibiting discrimination in the armed
forces in 1948,
During World War II,Rustin was a conscientious objector and sesr seav
served more than two yvears in jail.In 1953 ,he became executive secretary ™/
of the War Resisters league ,and in 1958 went to Bngland to assist the
Camp;in for Nuclear Disarmament in the first of the ''ban the bomb'',peace
marches.

In the Sois,he became one of the leading strategists of the civil rights
movement.In 1955 he played a kev role in organizing the Montgomery,Ala. bus
boycott led by Rev.Martin Luther King,Jriand ;%stin drafted the plan for

what become the Southern Christian Teadership Conference.In the late 50'g’
he served as an adviser to king.._ . i

'%ﬁ:amnoneequence"@ﬁcause of his past'..some of(A.PhildeandolpHa comrades

objected when he proposed to send Rustin to Montgomery.According to Rustin,
Normanﬂfhpmgg.leaéer of the Socialist party and a member of the Fellowship
of“REéonciliation,said"This young King is doing very well,.Bayard is considered
a homosexual ,a Gommunist and a draft dodger.Why do you put such a burden on
King?" Rustin aaid the consensus scemed to be tc keep him at home,until
Randolph phoned King himself.King anwsered that he knew of kustin's rep-
utetion within the movement,and that his need for help superseded his concerrs
So Kustin went to Montgomery and became a member of Kings inter circie eher.
he remained off and on through the rest of King's life."(2) g.in 1058 King
chose not to offer him the directorship of SOTG because of the homosexuality
issuve."(3)"in 1960,King,under attack from conservative Eaptist churchmen,
decided he did not need Rustin, among his advisers at all.Even SNCC snubbed
Rustim,...in order to obtain a grent from the AFI#CIO,Rustin continued his
practice of free-lance consultations,but he busied himself mostly with the
pacifist concerns of the War Resisters Teague,and remained in the twilight
on eivil rights'( : ’

page 1




OV oUT

Also in 1960 Rustin acting on behalf of King and Kando'ph,organizes civil
rights demonstrations at the "emocratic &nd Republian national coventions.,
Because Rep.Adam Clayton Powell,Jr, (D, N,¥) informed Ki:ng that he won'ld publicy
denounce lustin for his radical background andg alleged bomosexuality wniees
King fired him.Pustin agree”d to leave the project in the interest of harmony,
. «Kandolph,whith whom he had established 2 elose working reddtionship over the
previous two decades was the ohly leader who kept up his ties with rustin, ¢
- Durning the-winter 0£,1062-6%. iiando’ ph askes? Rustin to draw up p'ans for
a mass march on Washington,Urignaly kustin belived that the demonstration
should concentrate on demands for fedoral action in the areas of Jobs,housing
and education, The original n'ans for the march reflected Rustin'e views,but
other leaders shifted its emphasis from economic and sociel reforme to tradit.
ional civil rights objectives in order to secure the supnort of moderates bladg
such as oy wilkins of the NAAGP . Randolph had planned to make Hustin the direcp
of the march,but Wilking felt thet rustin's radical background might “xpose
the project to unnecessary attack.Randolph agreced to he the offical Airector
of the march,but he apnointed Rustin to serve as hie deputry,snd the latter wa
the actual organizer of the demonstration.",.Rustin was put in charge of orgarni
ization,though he was considered too controversial to be listeAd publicy ag
directory(6)he march vas called ardley on May Prayer Pilgrimage which Arew
25,000 veovle,held may 17th,1957.In the next two vears Randolph had Rustin
organize 4emonstrations;7he Youth March for Intergrated Schools; Thege rallys
were important ss a test run for the preat March on Washington of 1963,
In 1963, Kandolph became the director of the march,and he anpointed Rustin
as his Adenuty and Rustin was the actual organizer of the March.kustin was
successful in gaining the sunport of anproximatelv 100 cival richts,re’igione
and labor organizations for the march,altho the ARTZCI0, fearing nossihle disordg
discrdeps,ﬁeClineﬂthmendQnﬁe the march;0n AL 2R ,1963,200 110 to 250,000
‘persons had 2 well-ordered March On Washington For Jobs an~ Freedom,

Epnstin whom ra
e Rustin recalled a leadership meeting in late June,1963, %oy Wilkine comn-
lained that he,Rustin, "ha? too manv scars-all the talk abcut his sex life,
his politicel life,and his being a Araft dodger,1 Just think he would be too
much of a Yibitity, "( )

In the mid-&0'g Rustin belived that coalition politics whi within the fram-
ework of the Nemocratic Partv was the only feasible means by which b'acks
could gain economie ani social justice.He urged an alliance of blacks with
the establiched A7 .Ci() leadershin,In 1964 Rustin became Executive dirvector
of the Philip A, andolph Institute,a postion he still holds,

30-




fdone it -So,uth,

_Igoands:t' 48

quictly in thebackof bus now, that

child., sgoing’mendupsmng."ﬂley: o B
T've never seen

.-"-me it back there.

| acquiescence to prejudice made him a:
_party toit, it was'a donblecpiphany. Not

tofthebusfor

that trip, but shortly afterwards, he told

| cach of his friends that he was Gay. “The

: .onlywaylcouldbcafm.wholepemn, S

| was to face the shit,” Rustin sa

; onlyd:dhestaymmc

Thatmmeyear_

- demonsiration that would bea model for

o memeedommdmfme l%Os.Rmun s

wasforcod to"
.s:rveamonthonaclmmgangmNonh :
Carolina,” after ‘he was arrested in a

'lfpubll titade before the Senate. But the

i ;-awounlofthatexpenenoe wasmhzed>
ﬂ" ~in the New York P and helped bring
_of chain gangs m_.

about the  aboliti
- Asa young man, Rustin had almys

bccntougb He loved sports and won
four varsity letters in high school. He

almd) knew he was Gay then.

- "It was all extremely romantic,” he 5

Rl smd. “butmcconsequenoesorbmugﬁay S
~didn’t really strike me until I got 1o
~ college.™ There, he said, he felt 50

conthcted that he quit college aftera year.

and a half and never got his degree. a1

must have 25 or 30 honomry degre&s,
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Source C: “The only way | could be a free person...”, Washington Blade, February 7, 1986.

nng lhe acuv& ina

“Bmthemhtyw,tfy\ou
rights ofod:els, the will

But only tbe year before, Rustin was

& “dumped” by Dr. Martin Luther King
- Jr. because of fears among civil rights

Strategists that then-FBI director J. Edgar
Hoover wouldusekmnshomosexual—-"i

ly to discredit King.

. “Hoover began circulating all kindsof
s ‘maboullhng.oneofthemhmhng
~ that there might be a homosexual

relationship between us,” Rustin said,

Although King would s(eadrasuy

support Rustin after Thurmond’s tirade,

-“tpustwnshhehsdshowedmamm th
0’621t was pamful, 1 will admit n,"
Rustin said. But, be quickly added, “It
.j.'dndn‘t hurt our friendship.”

Rnsnn’s 1947 expenence 'on that
$5 : Conanuedonmgeo'

“ mw %uwz
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5 years of age, after telling his
Gay, Rmm’shfeopened up'

1 ",_don leasmnnmgzjomcmymgm,:

moaauons, he?‘smd _ }you'are hiding
- things, you can't get w0 close to people, -
3 -eveaGaypeopie 'lhereforcyousetupralsc

AR lemsuduwasiurdtomeetodm(}a y
% -men in dwsedays, especially becanseany':
i mvo!wd in the cwu‘l nghs nwvcmem were
-in the closet. . ;
q “Ifoundouthmdutmmyohhepeopk:
'dknownover the years were in fact Gay,”
. Rustin said, shaking his head. “That's the
rcason!wantasmanyyouuGaypeopleto_

| make problems, those are not so -
18 jdangerousastheproblemof!ymgto '
AR youtselt,ioyovrfnends, andmmngmny
OPPOﬂumm
~Although for ¢ many years. Rustmfoundu,
: dlﬁicduomakewha!bccaﬂs“ propriate
- [riends,” henowknowsmmy y people
- who are leaders in organizations like the
- Urban League, the NAACP, and 100 Black
~ Men. And while in his sixties, he ell in love
~ with a man wnh wbom hehaslwcdcver'
smoe
His lover, WalterNaegle, worlsclosely
s wuh ‘him, traveling along as Rustin’s work
- takes him 1o all parts of the globe. Ruain -
~said heé has met more of Gay society through
Naesle,anddzetwoevengoOt!dancmgat
- an upper West Side bar once in 2 while.
S “Umiltluslasuelaumsh:pwhwbtsnow_
gom; nto- us 10th year,” Rustin said with -
,obvnous ire, I really didn't know
. what it wastohavcarclauonshp .with
absolute, total confidence; no lles. no
~ pretenses, no defenses” Smiling again, he
addcd ‘I mlues umctodolhat,and it took

 declare themselves. Altbough it's going to

-a classical guitar, I wish | kepton,” Rustin -

1rip 10
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e rovora

-moreumc\mhme(hanwuthmst lbopc,

Rustin's civil rights efforts haven’ ts!owed
down yet either, although he will be 74 next
month. He recently retumed froma n meeting
in India and will travel soon to Trinidad and

‘South Africa. He is co~chair with actress Liv :
‘Ullmann  for the lmemauonal Rescue
- Committeg, which concentrates on refugee

affairs and runs the A. Philip- Randolph
Institute, a group which: coordinates civil

_nights and labor movement activities. He is
 also chairman of the executive committee of

the Leadership Coufercncc on Civil Rnghts )
He claims the variety of his

-i“rcjuvenaung ~And although a talemcd’_ .
- guitar player and tenor in his pre-activist
~da lheperformedwlﬂll.udbellymNcw“ ’
: York Cafe Society] Rustmmowsnomgm_' :
~over hns wgorous path in life. :

“Onoe i ma wlule, when Ihearchowaoz 2

says, admilting that life as a musician would
have kepl hun in much Gayer company.
over the “But it pams wnth lhe nexl A

ca,” he laughs,
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Source D: Bayard Rustin Flyer.

Bayard Reugtis

March 17, 1912 — August 24, 1987

"The baremeter for social change is measured by selecting the group

which is most mistreared ... the new ‘niggers’ are gays.~Rustin, 1986,

The great unsung

BT\ e SPIRITUALS
“Bayard Rustin

hero of the Civil Rights Movement, Rustin was a

Quaker, a leftist, a pacifist, an activist, and a
charmer with a lovely tenor singing voice.
During World War Il, the charismatic orator
chose prison over the draft, after learning that
the camps in which conscientious objectors
served were little better than Manzanar, He

o et
L L PR R.
e ey W e

Negrr SPIRITUALS

thereupon set about desegregating the prison
facilities.

But Rustin was also unrepentantly,

promiscuously homosexual, which got him into
trouble again and again. In prison, it landed him
in solitary. A 1953 lewd-conduct arrest in
Pasadena hounded him for the rest of his
life. In later years, he was repeatedly
discredited or swept under the rug, even as
he mentored Martin Luther King Ir.in
Gandhian nonviolence, helped to organize
the 1955 Montgomery bus boycott,
cofounded the Congress on Racial Equality
(CORE) and later the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, and organized the
triumphant 1963 March on Washington.

Yet Rustin continued to view his
homosexuality as a private matter and did
not involve himself with the gay movement
until near the end of his life.




ouUT

Source E: “Bayard Rustin: The Gay Struggle As Viewed By A Lifelong Fighter For Nonviolent Change” The

ADVOCATE, September 29, 1987.

B BAYARD RUSTIN:
& THE GAY STRUGGLE AS VIEWED RY
A LIFELONG FIGH ER FOR NONVIULENT CHANGE

spent \w:cks on & North Carolina c =
gang ror vuolanng segregationis) - bus-,, ;
g 1aws. He was arrested more than 20 -
other time: In connection \\ub “his cwu!
~rixhus ac.uvmes
er: of the first Freedom ,Rndes, a5
bcsnrcmcmbelt.d' rorgamzmg. :
[ storic 1963 marchon Washmglon, at
whach ng delivered his famous 1 Have 3
Dmam" speech. Less. well- known was the -
s -fa" hat Rusun Wasgay ;
rview with e ADVOGATEA' :
_lwo uw.-eks befone tus dcath Rusun drew




{“People feel up
againstthe
|wall. [Gays and

lesbians] just
have no con-
(stitutional
standing right

now.?

d

.",af}su'sén"Cévln

{CONTINUED FROM PAGE )

©physically. o e e
. "When you decide 10 engage in civil

- disobedience, Krone continues, “you are
de 'Qins;o'crolgsoy'ert_iﬁgiéin"youf,:ﬁfe.so- S

- youneedalotof faithandalot of strength,
In a sense, you are physically giving -

yourself over—in a sacramental way —to
the very authority you are defying, an

- authority that you feelis unjust. Spiritually

and mentally, you do 1ot belicve in that
authority’s power.” ;
CMI disobedience is not an imvention
of the 20th Century. In one form oy
another, the use of civil disobedience has
been debated since the time of Socrates

mo'ncthau‘2.400yézimag’o.-lt{h:’:_sal’sob¢en ;
* put into practice for more than two

millenia. X AR
The intellectual father of modern-day

civil disobedience: was Henry David

Thoreau, the 19th-Century American

- transcendentalist (who allegedly was gay).

Thoreau said, “Unjust Jaws exist: Shall we
be content Lo obey them, or shall ‘we
:endeavor 10 amend them, and obey them
until we have succeeded, or shall we trans-
gress them at once? His answer: It is
sometimes right and necessary 1o break the
law. Both Mohandas K. Gandhi and Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr. turned to Thorean

to find their bearings as they confronted

laws and gévﬁmqms they judged to be
immoral. -

- History shows that mas§' civil 'disdb&

dience = properly executed in the spirif of
nonviolent non-coopération, as expressed
‘by Gandhi and King —can be an extranr.
dinarily effective means of advancing the

claims of amoraily aggrieved people, Both

-Gandhi and King successfully used the

method, not only to better the conditions
Of their people but also to tranform the

consciousness of the world in the process.

But_nonviolent civil disobedience, at
least as Gandhi and King understood and

practiced it, transcended mere political tac-
ties. In a fundamental sense, ihey ex-

perienced nonviolence as a part ofa deeper
process of life —a spiritual process, where
the principie of nonviolence resides at the
very core of one's being and actions.

Not until recently have gays drawn from
the experiences of Thoreau, Gandhi and
King, and applied that knowledge to their
own forms of civil disobedience action,

- Sometimes, however, action has preceded

adeep understanding of theory.
“1think gays need to focus more on just
what nonviolent civil disobedience is all

- about,” Cavin remarks. “Civil disobedience

isnot just about gaining media altention;

it is really about converting the heart and'

soul of your opponent—as well as the
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History”, Liberal Opinion Week, March 1, 2004.
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“Black, Gay Rights Linked i
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Handout: Jigsaw Reading Graphic Organizer.

Inquiry Question: How did Bayard Rustin’s identity shape his beliefs and actions?

Bayard Rustin_Jigsaw Reading

Source

Two of the most

important things

from the reading
are:

Something new |
learned from the
reading was:

Two questions |
have after
reading the

document are:

One way this
document
addresses the
.Q. is:

1. “An Interview with
Bayard Rustin”, pg. 3-7
Joumnal of the
Reconciling
Congregation Program,
Spring 1987

2. Bayard Rustin
biography, Uncited
Source

3.“The only way | could
be a free person...”,
Washington Blade,
February 7, 1986
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Inquiry Question: How did Bayard Rustin's identity shape his beliefs and actions?

Source

Two of the most

important things

from the reading
are:

Something new |
learned from the
reading was:

Two questions |
have after
reading the

document are:

One way this
document
addresses the
L.Q. is:

4 Bayard Rustin Flyer

5."Bayard Rustin: The
Gay Struggle As Viewed
By A Lifelong Fighter
For Nonviolent Change”
The ADVOCATE,
September 29, 1987

6."Black, Gay Rights
Linked in History”,
Liberal Opinion Week,
March 1, 2004
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Handout: CCSW Argumentative Writing Rubric.

GOMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS WRITING RUBRIGS (GRADES 11-12)

Description

5 Exceptional

4 Skilled

3 Proficient

2 Developing

ARGUMENT

1 Inadequate

Claim:
The text introduces a clear, aguabie
clam that can be supported by

The text introduces & compeling
claim That is clearty aguabie and
takes a pupaseful posticon on an

The text introduces a precise clam
that is chearty arguable and takes
an idenifiabie position on an issue
The taxa has an effectve structumne

The text introduces a claim that
is arguable and takes a position.
The sext has a structure and

The taxt contains an unciear or
emenging claim that SugRests a vague
pasition. The text attempts a struciure

The text contains an unidentiable
ol o vague posiion. The text has
Imited structure and ceganization.

Tha tast provides sufficient data and
evidence to back up the clalm whike
pointing cut the strengths and
lrmitatiors of bath the claim sd

i The fext provides &
concision thet suppors the
argument

relevant dam and evidence %0 back
up the clam and skifully addresses
counterclidims. The conch.sion
affectively srenghens T claim
and eviderce

relevant cata and evicence to back
@ the claim and fakly addresses
counterclaims. The conciusion
efectivaly reinforces the caim and
widence

to back up the dam and addresses
coumerciaims. The conclusion tes
to the daim and evidence.

PEIBONS G BVEENO. s, The Secct hss 8 siructune and organzation thet = aligred with A SrGAnEAion 1o support the pos-
crganzation thet s cansfuly crafted and crganization that & sligres with | the clam, o
b woppant the clare the clwm
Developrmant: The et provickes corynong and The text provides sulScient and The text provices data and sviderce | The taxt cals ad Thes Sext lemited data arc

hat attermpt to back up the claim and
unclearty adcresses counterclaims or
lacks counterciains. The conclusion
merely restates tho posbion.

evidence reated 1o the clam and
countercladms of lacks counterciaims.
The text may fad to conclude ™he
argument of positon.

Audiance:
Tha st articipates the mactonon's
knawledQe lovel, concems, vales,

The text acovesses the specilic
reeds of the audence.

and possioie blases about the claim.

The Sext consistuntly addnssies the
Budnnos's knowecge mvel, cor-
cerns, values, snd possible bisses
about the claim. Tho text addresses
the specfic needs of the audence

The taxt seticipates the audi-
eccn’s knowledos kel concanrs,
vakhes, and possion Siases sbot
the claim. The text addresses the
spedific reeds of the audence.

The text considers the sudunos's
kncrwincgn mvel, conceens, values,
and possble bases about the
chim The tast acdresses the nosds
of the audence.

Thae tnxt Basteutes. 8 incormistent
awareness of 1w audience’s
knawiedos bl and neecs.

The Secet bncks an awaneness of the
Budenos's knowncgs avel snd
nesects,

Cohasion:

Thes text s worchy, phessss, and
clyases 55 wel 53 vaned synisx o
lirk the mujor sections af the Sext,
creates cohesion and clarites the
relationship between the claim and
POASONS, DOTWOIN Meascns and
evicence, and botwoen claims and
counteecyrs,

The text steutegouly uses wonds,
phrases, ard clases as wel
vanad symiae 10 Ink The major
sections of the sext. The sext explains
the relatiorahips betweon the claim
and reasons as well as the avidence.
The text stratogicaly Inks the
courtercinms to the claim

T taxt skibully uses words,

phessas, and couses as well as

waried syriax 10 ink e mgor

sections of the text. The text
the ek 4

Th Secxt uses worss, phrases, and
Claumns 2% well 2% viried syrtax 1o
Ink the majoe sncions of T e
The text connects the claim ang
The fext lincks the

the claim and reasors a5 wol as the
evidence. The text effectivaly inks
1he coumeeciims 1o the clam

coumnerciams o the claim.

The taxt cortairs imied words,
pirises, and dauses 1o lrk the major
secions of e tex. The taxt sierpts
%0 connect the claim and reasons.

The text contans few, ¥ any, wonss,
phrases, ard clases 10 fnk the maor
wactions of the Jexl. The Sext coes rot
cannect the ciaims and reascns.

Style and Conventions:

Tre text presonts o formal, cbiective
sone that demonstrates standard
English conventicns of usage and
mechanics while amiending 1o the
roerres of the decipine (.8 MLA,
APA et

The text presents an engeging,
forrmal are cbjective tone, The text
imeortionally uses standard Engish
conventions of usage and mechanics
while attending 1o the noems of the
ciscipline [Le. MLA, APA, ato)

T taxt prosants a formal,
abpcires one The text cemen-
sirates standard Englsh conven
tiors of usage and mechancs
while attending 10 the noems of the
disdpine §.e. MLA, APA, et .

The Sext presents & ‘oemal tone
The text demaonsirates standard
Englsn conventions of usage ang
mechanics while attending 1 the
nomma of the clecipine (Le. MLA,
APA, oic)

The tuxt dustrutes 8 dmibec swananess
of formal tone. The text demonsinstes
s0me acowacy in standard English
conventions of usage and mechanics

The tenct ilustrates & bmited sware-
ness of or ncarmistent tone, The text
demanstrates Inaccuracy in standard
English conventions of usage and
mechanics.
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