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Content	  Standards	   	  
11.10	  Students	  analyze	  the	  development	  of	  federal	  civil	  rights	  and	  voting	  rights.	  
	  
CCSS	  Standards:	  	  
Reading,	  Grades	  6-‐12	  

•   RH	  1:Cite	  specific	  textual	  evidence	  to	  support	  analysis	  of	  primary	  and	  secondary	  sources,	  
connecting	  insights	  gained	  from	  specific	  details	  to	  an	  understanding	  of	  the	  text	  as	  a	  
whole.	  

•   RH	  2:	  Determine	  the	  central	  ideas	  or	  information	  of	  a	  primary	  or	  secondary	  source;	  
provide	  an	  accurate	  summary	  that	  makes	  clear	  the	  relationships	  among	  the	  key	  details	  
and	  ideas.	  

•   RH	  7:	  Integrate	  and	  evaluate	  multiple	  sources	  of	  information	  presented	  in	  diverse	  
formats	  and	  media	  in	  order	  to	  address	  a	  question	  or	  solve	  a	  problem.	  

•   RH	  9:	  Integrate	  information	  from	  diverse	  information	  from	  diverse	  sources,	  both	  primary	  
and	  secondary,	  into	  a	  coherent	  understanding	  of	  an	  idea	  or	  event,	  noting	  discrepancies	  
among	  sources.	  

Writing,	  Grades	  6-‐12	  
•   WH1:	  Write	  arguments	  focused	  on	  discipline-‐specific	  content.	  b.	  Develop	  claim(s)	  and	  

counterclaims	  fairly	  and	  thoroughly,	  supplying,	  the	  most	  relevant	  data	  and	  evidence	  for	  
each	  while	  pointing	  out	  the	  strengths	  and	  limitations	  of	  both	  claim(s)	  and	  counterclaims	  
in	  a	  discipline-‐appropriate	  form	  that	  anticipates	  the	  audience’s	  knowledge	  level,	  
concerns,	  values,	  and	  possible	  biases.	  

•   WH4:	  Produce	  clear	  and	  coherent	  writing	  in	  which	  the	  development,	  organization,	  and	  
style	  are	  appropriate	  to	  task,	  purpose,	  and	  audience.	  9.	  Draw	  evidence	  from	  
informational	  texts	  to	  support	  analysis	  reflection,	  and	  research.	  

Speaking	  and	  Listening,	  Grades	  11-‐12:	  	  
•   SL1:	  Initiate	  and	  participate	  effectively	  in	  a	  range	  of	  collaborative	  discussions	  (one-‐on-‐

one,	  in-‐	  groups,	  and	  teacher-‐led	  with	  diverse	  partners	  on	  grades	  11-‐12	  topics,	  texts	  and	  
issues,	  building	  on	  others	  ideas	  and	  expressing	  their	  own	  clearly	  and	  persuasively.	  
	  

Overview	  of	  Lesson	  
•   Participants	  will	  experience	  strategies	  that	  will	  help	  them	  support	  student	  analysis	  of	  

primary	  sources.	  
•   Participants	  will	  examine	  and	  use	  literacy	  strategies	  that	  will	  help	  them	  guide	  their	  

students	  in	  accessing	  primary	  sources.	  
•   Participants	  will	  engage	  in	  close	  reading	  and	  text-‐based	  discussions	  in	  various	  settings	  

including	  in	  pairs/groups	  and	  as	  a	  classroom.	  
•   Participants	  will	  generate	  at	  least	  one	  writing	  task	  that	  is	  Common	  Core	  based.	  



	  

	  

Sources	  
•   Cops	  Start	  Bar	  Brawl	  –	  Pride	  Newsletter	  
•   Tavern	  Charges	  Police	  Brutality	  –	  County	  Courier	  
•   Four	  Police	  Raids	  End	  “Truce”	  with	  Homosexual	  Taverns	  –	  LA	  Free	  Press	  
•   Black	  Cat	  Tavern	  Protest	  Poster	  
•   Black	  Cat	  Tavern	  Protest	  Photograph	  
•   Interview	  with	  Alexei	  Romanoff	  –NPR,	  Morning	  Edition	  

	  
Procedures	  

1.   The	  teacher	  will	  give	  students	  historical	  background	  knowledge	  on	  the	  governmental	  and	  
societal	  discrimination	  of	  LGBT	  citizens	  in	  California	  as	  well	  as	  the	  LGBT	  community’s	  
resistance	  to	  that	  treatment	  in	  the	  form	  of	  protests,	  legal	  action	  and	  political	  organizing.	  
First,	  the	  teacher	  will	  do	  an	  activity	  to	  familiarize	  students	  with	  the	  general	  history	  of	  
LGBT	  persons	  in	  California	  through	  a	  Tea	  Party	  activity.	  This	  activity	  is	  called	  "Tea	  Party"	  
because	  students	  can	  pretend	  they	  are	  at	  a	  tea	  party,	  mingling	  around	  with	  each	  other,	  
listening,	  sharing	  and	  discussing	  what	  information	  they	  have	  about	  a	  topic.	  Distribute	  a	  
paper	  strip	  to	  each	  student	  with	  a	  few	  sentences	  about	  LGBT	  history	  in	  California.	  Each	  
paper	  strip	  is	  different,	  but	  can	  de	  duplicated	  to	  accommodate	  the	  size	  of	  the	  class.	  Give	  
students	  20	  –	  25	  minutes	  to	  do	  this	  activity.	  Their	  objective	  is	  to	  talk	  every	  student	  until	  
they	  have	  heard	  and	  discussed	  every	  strip	  on	  LGBT	  history	  in	  California.	  At	  the	  end	  of	  the	  
activity	  debrief	  by	  having	  a	  few	  students	  share	  what	  they	  learned.	  Second,	  use	  the	  
PowerPoint	  to	  discuss	  two	  acts	  of	  resistance	  that	  happened	  here	  in	  California,	  Cooper’s	  
Donuts	  Riots	  and	  Compton	  Cafeteria	  Riots.	  	  

2.   The	  teacher	  will	  introduce	  the	  following	  inquiry	  question	  to	  the	  students:	  What	  caused	  
the	  Black	  Cat	  Tavern	  Riots?	  	  

3.   The	  teacher	  will	  do	  a	  Jigsaw	  Activity	  in	  order	  to	  analyze	  Sources	  A	  –	  E.	  Depending	  on	  the	  
size	  of	  the	  class	  using	  Source	  E	  is	  optional.	  	  

4.   Directions	  for	  a	  Jigsaw	  Activity.	  	  
•	  Divide	  students	  into	  5	  to	  6	  people	  per	  group.	  	  

–	  Have	  the	  same	  number	  of	  students	  in	  each	  team.	  	  
•	  Divide	  your	  content	  into	  5	  to	  6	  sources.	  	  

–	  Divide	  the	  content	  into	  the	  same	  number	  of	  sources	  as	  the	  number	  of	  students	  
in	  each	  group.	  	  

•	  Assign	  one	  source	  to	  each	  person	  in	  the	  Jigsaw	  Group.	  	  
–	  Each	  person	  is	  expected	  to	  teach	  their	  source	  to	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  group.	  
–	  At	  this	  point,	  students	  don’t	  interact	  with	  other	  members	  of	  their	  group;	  they	  
read	  and	  study	  their	  own	  source	  independently.	  	  

•	  Have	  students	  meet	  in	  Expert	  Groups.	  
	  –	  After	  each	  student	  has	  studied	  his	  or	  her	  source	  independently,	  they	  gather	  
with	  all	  the	  other	  students	  who	  have	  been	  assigned	  to	  the	  same	  source.	  (	  As	  with	  
As,	  Bs	  with	  Bs	  etc)	  	  
–	  Within	  each	  Expert	  Group,	  students	  compare	  their	  ideas	  and	  work	  together	  to	  
prepare	  a	  presentation	  of	  the	  main	  ideas	  of	  their	  source	  to	  their	  Jigsaw	  Groups.	  	  



	  

	  

–	  During	  this	  time,	  gaps	  in	  individual	  students’	  knowledge	  can	  be	  filled,	  
misconceptions	  can	  be	  cleared	  up,	  and	  important	  concepts	  can	  be	  reinforced.	  	  

•	  Have	  students	  return	  to	  Jigsaw	  Groups.	  	  
–	  Now	  that	  students	  have	  studied	  and	  discussed	  their	  source	  in	  their	  expert	  
groups,	  they	  return	  to	  their	  original	  jigsaw	  groups,	  where	  each	  student	  takes	  a	  
turn	  presenting	  their	  source.	  	  
–	  Students	  listen	  carefully,	  take	  notes,	  and	  ask	  clarifying	  questions.	  	  
–	  After	  each	  student	  has	  presented	  within	  the	  Jigsaw	  Group,	  students	  will	  discuss	  
the	  Inquiry	  Question	  using	  information	  that	  they	  received	  within	  their	  group.	  	  

5.   The	  teacher	  will	  Debrief	  the	  activity	  by	  writing	  some	  of	  the	  possible	  causes	  of	  the	  Black	  
Cat	  Riots	  on	  the	  board	  as	  each	  group	  shares	  at	  least	  one	  cause.	  	  

6.   Show	  one	  of	  the	  videos	  embedded	  in	  the	  PowerPoint.	  Show	  either	  LGBTQ	  Historic	  Places	  
in	  LA:	  The	  Black	  Cat	  Tavern	  or	  Interview	  with	  Alexei	  Romanoff.	  In	  a	  Share	  Out,	  have	  
students	  share	  a	  fact	  or	  idea	  they	  thought	  was	  compelling	  from	  the	  video	  clip.	  	  

	  
Assessment	  	  
Students	  will	  engage	  in	  a	  Structured	  Writing	  Assignment	  where	  they	  explain	  and	  discuss	  at	  least	  
two	  causes	  of	  the	  Black	  Cat	  Riots.	  
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Online	  Resources	  	  
•   The	  Black	  Cat	  	  

https://www.laconservancy.org/locations/black-‐cat	  	  
•   Alexei	  Romanoff	  and	  the	  LGBT	  Civil	  Rights	  Legacy	  of	  The	  Black	  Cat	  	  

http://thirstyinla.com/2015/06/12/alexei-‐romanoff-‐lgbt-‐black-‐cat/	  
•   The	  Black	  Cat:	  Harbinger	  of	  LGBTQ	  Civil	  Rights	  

https://www.kcet.org/shows/lost-‐la/the-‐black-‐cat-‐harbinger-‐of-‐lgbtq-‐civil-‐rights	  
Video	  Clips	  	  

•   L.A.	  A	  Queer	  History	  -‐	  Alexei	  Romanoff	  talks	  about	  the	  Black	  Cat	  Tavern	  raids	  of	  1967	  	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHCe_vFd59c	  	  

•   Silver	  Lake	  Out	  Loud	  	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1lY6ssqamI	  	  

•   LGBTQ	  Historic	  Places	  in	  L.A.	  	  
https://vimeo.com/203019381	  

Audio	  Clip	  
•   NPR:	  Stonewall	  Riots	  Grab	  The	  Spotlight	  From	  Black	  Cat	  Protests	  

http://www.npr.org/2017/02/13/514935126/stonewall-‐riots-‐grab-‐the-‐spotlight-‐from-‐
black-‐cat-‐protests	  



	  

	  

Source	  A:	  Powell,	  Larry.	  “THE	  PRIDE	  (later	  known	  as	  The	  Advocate).”	  27	  Feb.	  1967.	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

Courtesy	  of	  the	  ONE	  National	  Gay	  and	  Lesbian	  Archive,	  http://one.usc.edu/	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Source	  B:	  “Tavern	  Charges	  Police	  Brutality.”	  County	  Courier:	  The	  Voice	  of	  Los	  Angeles,	  19	  Jan.	  1967.	  	  

	  

Courtesy	  of	  the	  ONE	  National	  Gay	  and	  Lesbian	  Archive,	  http://one.usc.edu/	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Source	  C:	  The	  PRIDE	  (Personal	  Rights	  in	  Defense	  and	  Education).	  11	  Feb.	  67ADAD.	  

	  

Courtesy	  of	  the	  ONE	  National	  Gay	  and	  Lesbian	  Archive,	  http://one.usc.edu/	  



	  

	  

Source	  D:	  Protest	  Outside	  the	  Clack	  Cat	  Tavern.	  Los	  Angeles,	  11	  Feb.	  1967.	  

	  

Courtesy	  of	  the	  ONE	  National	  Gay	  and	  Lesbian	  Archive,	  http://one.usc.edu/	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Source	  E:	  “Stonewall	  Riots	  Grab	  The	  Spotlight	  From	  Black	  Cat	  Protests.”	  Morning	  Edition,	  reported	  by	  Leo	  Duran,	  
KPCC,	  13	  Feb.	  2017.	  

	  

Interview	  with	  Alexei	  Romanoff	  (Excerpt)	  

LEO	  DURAN,	  BYLINE:	  The	  story	  of	  the	  riot	  and	  protest	  at	  the	  Black	  Cat	  Tavern	  starts	  a	  half	  century	  ago.	  Eighty-‐year-‐
old	  Alexei	  Romanoff	  was	  30	  at	  the	  time.	  

ALEXEI	  ROMANOFF:	  I	  have	  pictures	  of	  me	  back	  then.	  I	  thought	  I	  looked	  pretty	  good.	  

DURAN:	  But	  he	  still	  remembers	  what	  happened	  to	  his	  friends	  on	  New	  Year's	  Day	  1967.	  The	  Black	  Cat	  was	  a	  gay	  bar.	  
And	  inside,	  partiers	  were	  counting	  down	  to	  midnight.	  

ROMANOFF:	  People	  instinctively	  went	  over,	  hugged	  and	  kissed	  each	  other.	  

DURAN:	  But	  the	  police	  was	  there,	  too	  -‐	  undercover.	  

ROMANOFF:	  Two	  males	  kissing	  each	  other	  was	  against	  the	  law.	  Police	  were	  grabbing	  them	  and	  tearing	  them	  apart.	  

DURAN:	  By	  dawn,	  more	  than	  a	  dozen	  people	  were	  arrested.	  Two	  of	  the	  men	  caught	  kissing	  eventually	  had	  to	  
register	  as	  sex	  offenders.	  And	  the	  feelings	  of	  gay	  people	  like	  Romanoff?	  

ROMANOFF:	  Absolute	  anger.	  Once	  again,	  we're	  being	  picked	  on.	  

DURAN:	  So	  in	  the	  weeks	  afterwards,	  he	  helped	  organize	  the	  first	  documented	  protest	  for	  LGBT	  rights	  in	  America.	  It	  
was	  February	  11,	  1967.	  More	  than	  500	  people	  gathered	  back	  outside	  of	  the	  Black	  Cat	  for	  a	  somber,	  serious	  march.	  

ROMANOFF:	  They	  were	  terrified.	  People	  would	  go	  by,	  roll	  their	  windows	  down	  in	  the	  cars	  and	  say,	  you	  should	  be	  
ashamed	  of	  yourself.	  

DURAN:	  But	  it	  had	  a	  major	  impact.	  For	  example,	  the	  group	  that	  organized	  it	  was	  called	  Personal	  Rights	  in	  Defense	  
and	  Education.	  And	  Romanoff	  says	  the	  acronym,	  PRIDE,	  was	  the	  first	  time	  that	  word	  was	  used	  as	  part	  of	  the	  gay	  
rights	  struggle.	  The	  Black	  Cat	  tavern	  itself,	  however,	  didn't	  have	  nine	  lives.	  It	  closed	  just	  a	  few	  months	  afterwards…	  

Inquiry	  Question:	  What	  caused	  the	  Black	  Cat	  Tavern	  Riots?	  

[POST-‐BROADCAST	  CORRECTION:	  In	  this	  story	  we	  say	  that	  the	  1967	  protest	  at	  the	  Black	  Cat	  tavern	  in	  Los	  Angeles	  
was	  the	  country’s	  first	  organized	  LGBT	  demonstration.	  In	  fact,	  there	  had	  been	  earlier	  protests	  in	  the	  U.S.,	  including	  
the	  first	  “Annual	  Reminder”	  demonstration	  in	  Philadelphia,	  in	  1965.]	  
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