
	  
	  	  

LGBTQ+	  History	  Lesson	  
	  

Inquiry	  Question:	  How	  did	  The	  Ladder	  magazine	  provide	  lesbian	  women	  support	  in	  the	  
1950s?	  
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Content	  Standards	   	  
11.8	  Students	  analyze	  the	  economic	  boom	  and	  social	  transformation	  of	  post–World	  War	  II	  
America.	  
	  
CCSS	  Standards:	  
Reading,	  Grades	  6-‐12	  

•   RH	  1:	  Cite	  specific	  textual	  evidence	  to	  support	  analysis	  of	  primary	  and	  secondary	  sources,	  
connecting	  insights	  gained	  from	  specific	  details	  to	  an	  understanding	  of	  the	  text	  as	  a	  whole.	  

•   RH	  2:	  Determine	  the	  central	  ideas	  or	  information	  of	  a	  primary	  or	  secondary	  source;	  provide	  
an	  accurate	  summary	  that	  makes	  clear	  the	  relationships	  among	  the	  key	  details	  and	  ideas.	  

•   RH	  7:	  Integrate	  and	  evaluate	  multiple	  sources	  of	  information	  presented	  in	  diverse	  formats	  
and	  media	  in	  order	  to	  address	  a	  question	  or	  solve	  a	  problem.	  

•   RH	  9:	  Integrate	  information	  from	  diverse	  information	  from	  diverse	  sources,	  both	  primary	  
and	  secondary,	   into	  a	  coherent	  understanding	  of	  an	  idea	  or	  event,	  noting	  discrepancies	  
among	  sources.	  

Writing,	  Grades	  6-‐12	  
•   WH1:	  Write	   arguments	   focused	   on	   discipline-‐specific	   content.	   b.	   Develop	   claim(s)	   and	  

counterclaims	  fairly	  and	  thoroughly,	  supplying,	  the	  most	  relevant	  data	  and	  evidence	  for	  
each	  while	  pointing	  out	  the	  strengths	  and	  limitations	  of	  both	  claim(s)	  and	  counterclaims	  in	  
a	  discipline-‐appropriate	  form	  that	  anticipates	  the	  audience’s	  knowledge	  level,	  concerns,	  
values,	  and	  possible	  biases.	  

•   WH4:	  Produce	  clear	  and	  coherent	  writing	   in	  which	   the	  development,	  organization,	  and	  
style	  are	  appropriate	  to	  task,	  purpose,	  and	  audience.	  9.	  Draw	  evidence	  from	  informational	  
texts	  to	  support	  analysis	  reflection,	  and	  research.	  

Speaking	  and	  Listening,	  Grades	  6-‐12	  
•   SL1:	  Initiate	  and	  participate	  effectively	  in	  a	  range	  of	  collaborative	  discussions	  (one-‐on-‐one,	  

in-‐	  groups,	  and	  teacher-‐led	  with	  diverse	  partners	  on	  grades	  11-‐12	  topics,	  texts	  and	  issues,	  
building	  on	  other	  ideas	  and	  expressing	  their	  own	  clearly	  and	  persuasively.	  

	  

Overview	  of	  Lesson	  
•   Students	  will	  experience	  strategies	  that	  will	  help	  them	  analyze	  primary	  sources.	  
•   Students	   will	   examine	   and	   use	   literacy	   strategies	   that	   will	   help	   them	   access	   primary	  

sources.	  	  
•   Students	   will	   engage	   in	   close	   reading	   and	   text-‐based	   discussions	   in	   various	   settings	  

including	  in	  pairs/groups	  and	  as	  a	  classroom.	  
•   Students	  will	  generate	  at	  least	  one	  writing	  task	  that	  is	  Common	  Core	  based.	  



	  

	  

	  
Sources	  

•   Interview	  with	  Lillian	  Faderman	  
•   Calendar	  of	  Events	  	  
•   Article	  
•   Reader	  Response	  	  
•   Panel	  of	  Experts	  Q/A	  
•   Advisory	  

	  
Procedures	  

1.   The	  teacher	  will	  give	  students	  historical	  background	  knowledge	  on	  the	  struggles	  faced	  
by	  lesbian	  women	  in	  the	  1950’s.	  Students	  will	  read	  passages	  from	  an	  Interview	  with	  
Lillian	  Faderman.	  The	  teacher	  will	  use	  the	  following	  protocol	  to	  have	  students	  share	  
their	  ideas	  on	  the	  reading.	  	  
a.   Students	  will	   read	   the	   Interview	  with	   Lillian	   Faderman	   using	   the	   Say	   Something	  

protocol.	  Students	  think	  out	  loud,	  listen	  closely	  to	  each	  other,	  and	  develop	  shared	  
understanding	   of	   the	   text.	   Students	   will	   choose	   the	   stopping	   point(s),	   or	   have	  
partners	  decide	   together	  how	   far	   they	  will	   read	   silently	  before	   stopping	   to	   “say	  
something.”	  When	  students	  do	  say	  something	  it	  will	  be	  in	  relation	  to	  the	  following	  
question:	  According	  to	  the	  interview,	  how	  did	  lesbian	  women	  struggle	  during	  the	  
1950s?	  	  

b.   At	  the	  end	  of	  the	  reading	  the	  teacher	  can	  have	  a	  few	  students	  share	  their	  thoughts	  
about	  the	  topic.	  	  

2.   The	  teacher	  will	  use	  the	  PowerPoint	  to	  give	  students	  background	  knowledge	  about	  the	  
Daughters	  of	  Bilitis	  and	  The	  Ladder	  magazine.	  	  

3.   The	  teacher	  will	  do	  a	  Jigsaw	  Activity	  to	  analyze	  Sources	  A	  –	  D.	  Depending	  on	  the	  size	  of	  
the	  class	  using	  Source	  E	  is	  optional.	  	  

Directions	  for	  a	  Jigsaw	  Activity	  
•   Divide	  students	  into	  4	  to	  5	  people	  per	  group.	  

–   Have	  the	  same	  number	  of	  students	  in	  each	  team.	  
•   Divide	  your	  content	  into	  4	  to	  5	  sources.	  

–   Divide	  the	  content	  into	  the	  same	  number	  of	  sources	  as	  the	  number	  of	  students	  
in	  each	  group.	  

•   Assign	  one	  source	  to	  each	  person	  in	  the	  Jigsaw	  Group.	  
–   Each	  person	  is	  expected	  to	  teach	  their	  source	  to	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  group.	  
–   At	  this	  point,	  students	  don’t	  interact	  with	  other	  members	  of	  their	  group;	  they	  

read	  and	  study	  their	  own	  source	  independently.	  	  
•   Have	  students	  meet	  in	  Expert	  Groups.	  

–   After	  each	  student	  has	  studied	  his	  or	  her	  source	   independently,	   they	  gather	  
with	  all	  the	  other	  students	  who	  have	  been	  assigned	  to	  the	  same	  source.	  (A’s	  
with	  A’s,	  B’s	  with	  B’s,	  etc).	  	  

–   Within	  each	  Expert	  Group,	  students	  compare	  their	  ideas	  and	  work	  together	  to	  
prepare	  a	  presentation	  of	  the	  main	  ideas	  of	  their	  source	  to	  their	  Jigsaw	  Groups.	  	  



	  

	  

–   During	   this	   time,	   gaps	   in	   individual	   students’	   knowledge	   can	   be	   filled,	  
misconceptions	  can	  be	  cleared	  up,	  and	  important	  concepts	  can	  be	  reinforced.	  	  

•   Have	  students	  return	  to	  Jigsaw	  Groups.	  
–   Now	   that	   students	   have	   studied	   and	   discussed	   their	   source	   in	   their	   expert	  

groups,	  they	  return	  to	  their	  original	  jigsaw	  groups,	  where	  each	  student	  takes	  a	  
turn	  presenting	  their	  source.	  

–   Students	  listen	  carefully,	  take	  notes,	  and	  ask	  clarifying	  questions.	  	  
–   After	  each	  student	  has	  presented	  within	  the	  Jigsaw	  Group,	  students	  will	  discuss	  

the	  Inquiry	  Question	  using	  information	  that	  they	  received	  within	  their	  group.	  
4.   The	  teacher	  will	  Debrief	  the	  activity	  by	  writing	  out	  the	  types	  of	  support	  that	  the	  Ladder	  

magazine	   gave	   their	   readers.	   The	   teacher	   will	   engage	   students	   in	   a	   Whole	   Group	  
Discussion	  on	  the	  following	  question:	  How	  did	  the	  support	  provided	  by	  The	  Ladder	  help	  
lesbian	  women	  navigate	  the	  times	  they	  lived	  in?	  	  

5.   The	  teacher	  will	  then	  ask	  students	  the	  following	  question	  that	  students	  will	  discuss	  in	  
a	  Turn	  and	  Talk:	  What	  types	  of	  supports	  do	  LGBTQ	  students	  need	  today?	  Have	  students	  
share	  out	  some	  of	  their	  ideas.	  Discuss	  the	  types	  of	  supports	  offered	  at	  your	  school	  site	  
and	  in	  your	  community	  for	  LGBTQ	  youth.	  	  

	  
Assessment	  
Students	  will	  engage	  in	  a	  Structured	  Writing	  Assignment	  on	  the	  following	  question:	  What	  types	  of	  
support	  did	  The	  Ladder	  give	   its	   readers	  and	  how	  did	  this	  support	  help	   its	   readers	  navigate	  the	  
1950s?	  In	  this	  writing	  assignment	  students	  will	  explain	  at	  least	  three	  types	  of	  supports	  offered	  by	  
The	  Ladder	  and	  discuss	  how	  that	  helped	  lesbian	  women	  navigate	  the	  1950s.	  Students	  must	  provide	  
evidence	  to	  support	  their	  claim.	  	  
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What	  was	  it	  like	  coming	  out	  as	  a	  working	  class	  lesbian	  in	  the	  1950s?	  
	  
The	  1950s	  were	  probably	  the	  worst	  time	  ever	  to	  be	  a	  lesbian	  in	  the	  US.	  I	  look	  at	  what	  the	  
Western	  world	  is	  like	  now	  for	  lesbians	  and	  it's	  a	  different	  universe.	  Of	  course	  I	  recognize	  that	  
young	  lesbians	  might	  have	  trouble	  with	  their	  families	  and	  still	  feel	  that	  there	  are	  certain	  jobs	  
where	  they	  can't	  be	  out,	  but	  they	  have	  no	  conception	  of	  the	  constant	  fear	  lesbians	  lived	  in	  
then…	  Once	  I	  jaywalked	  across	  the	  street	  holding	  hands	  with	  my	  first	  lover	  who	  was	  a	  very	  butch	  
woman	  -‐	  she	  was	  dressed,	  as	  it	  was	  considered	  in	  those	  days,	  like	  a	  man.	  Now	  everyone	  wears	  
pants	  and	  tailored	  jackets	  but	  then	  that	  wasn't	  the	  case.	  This	  policeman	  stopped	  us,	  ostensibly	  
for	  jaywalking,	  made	  us	  get	  into	  the	  car	  and	  drove	  around	  the	  block	  and	  parked.	  It	  was	  very	  
threatening.	  He	  made	  her	  get	  out	  of	  the	  car.	  I	  had	  no	  idea	  what	  he	  would	  do.	  I	  thought	  I	  was	  
going	  to	  be	  arrested	  but	  he	  just	  lectured	  me,	  saying	  I	  didn't	  look	  like	  somebody	  like	  Jan	  (the	  
woman's	  name)	  and	  that	  she	  was	  bad	  business.	  Finally	  he	  just	  let	  us	  both	  go…I	  heard	  many	  
worse	  horror	  stories	  of	  butches	  and	  femmes	  who	  were	  picked	  up	  and	  sometimes	  raped,	  and	  I	  
heard	  horror	  stories	  about	  raids	  on	  bars.	  There	  were	  many	  times	  when	  I	  got	  to	  bars	  just	  after	  a	  
raid	  had	  taken	  place,	  where	  the	  bar	  was	  empty	  with	  just	  vice	  squad	  officers	  around.	  
	  
Could	  you	  tell	  us	  about	  how	  lesbians	  were	  treated	  during	  the	  witch	  hunts	  of	  Senator	  Joseph	  
McCarthy?	  
	  
It	  was	  particularly	  middle	  class	  women	  who	  were	  concerned	  about	  their	  livelihood	  during	  the	  
McCarthy	  era.	  If	  you	  were	  a	  teacher	  or	  you	  worked	  in	  any	  kind	  of	  government	  position	  and	  it	  was	  
discovered	  that	  you	  were	  lesbian,	  you	  could	  be	  fired	  on	  the	  grounds	  of	  immorality.	  There	  were	  
witch-‐hunts	  of	  lesbians	  working	  in	  government	  positions	  and	  they	  were	  frequently	  fired…	  
	  
What	  were	  the	  main	  differences	  between	  the	  middle	  class	  lesbian	  groups	  and	  organizations	  and	  
the	  working	  class	  lesbians'	  bar	  culture?	  
	  
…for	  the	  most	  part	  middle	  class	  lesbians	  were	  terrified	  of	  the	  bars	  because	  they	  were	  often	  
raided.	  That	  was	  true	  in	  all	  the	  big	  US	  cities.	  Lesbian	  or	  lesbian	  and	  gay	  bars	  weren't	  safe	  and	  the	  
names	  of	  everyone	  who	  was	  arrested	  would	  be	  in	  the	  newspapers.	  You	  would	  risk	  losing	  your	  
job,	  and	  middle	  class	  lesbians	  who	  had	  extensive	  training	  as	  teachers	  or	  social	  workers	  or	  nurses	  
didn't	  want	  to	  blow	  it	  all	  by	  being	  arrested.	  Instead	  they	  would	  have	  house	  parties	  and	  extended	  
circles	  of	  friends	  who	  could	  do	  things	  that	  they	  considered	  safe.	  	  
	  
For	  working	  class	  lesbians	  it	  would	  have	  been	  much	  harder	  to	  invite	  20,	  30	  or	  40	  friends	  over	  to	  
your	  small	  digs.	  So	  the	  only	  place	  to	  socialize	  or	  form	  a	  community	  was	  in	  the	  bar.	  	  
	  
For	  many	  working	  class	  lesbians	  the	  bar	  culture	  was	  an	  absolutely	  wonderful	  thing	  because	  that's	  
where	  they	  formed	  friendship	  circles.	  They	  could	  be	  who	  they	  were	  -‐	  if	  they	  were	  butch	  they	  
could	  dress	  in	  butch	  garbs.	  	  



	  

	  

	  
Yet	  it	  was	  so	  dangerous.	  There	  was	  also	  another	  danger.	  Alcoholism	  was	  so	  big	  in	  the	  lesbian	  
community	  in	  the	  1950s	  and	  1960s	  because	  you	  couldn't	  stay	  in	  the	  bar	  unless	  you	  bought	  a	  
drink,	  and	  you	  couldn't	  nurse	  one	  drink	  all	  night:	  you	  had	  to	  have	  several	  if	  you	  wanted	  to	  stay.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	   	  



	  

	  

	  
Source	  B:	  Calendar	  of	  Events.	  The	  Ladder	  Magazine,	  1956-‐1957.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  

	  

	  
Source	  C1:	  “Article:	  Bread	  and	  Butter	  Tips.”	  The	  Ladder	  Magazine,	  1956-‐1957.	  
	  

	  
	   	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  

	  

	  
	  
Source	  C2:	  “Reader	  Response.”	  The	  Ladder	  Magazine,	  1956-‐1957.	  
	  

	  
	   	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  

	  

	  
Source	  D:	  “Panel	  of	  Experts	  Question	  and	  Answer	  Session.”	  The	  Ladder	  Magazine,	  1956-‐1957.	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	   	  
	  
	  



	  

	  

	  
	  
Source	  E:	  “Advisory	  on	  ‘Your	  Legal	  Rights’	  Booklet.”	  The	  Ladder	  Magazine,	  1956-‐1957.	  
	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  


