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Inquiry Question: How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 
1980s and 1990s? 
 
Authors: Emily Healy (she/they), Venice High School, LAUSD; Trevor Ladner (he/him), One Institute 
 
California History-Social Science Content Standards (1998): 
 
➢ HSS-PoAD-12.2: Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the scope and limits of 

rights and obligations as democratic citizens, the relationships among them, and how they are 
secured. 
 

➢ HSS-PoAD-12.3.2: Explain how civil society makes it possible for people, individually or in 
association with others, to bring their influence to bear on government in ways other than 
voting and elections. 
 

➢ HSS-PoAD-12.6.4: Describe the means that citizens use to participate in the political process 
(e.g., voting, campaigning, lobbying, filing a legal challenge, demonstrating, petitioning, 
picketing, running for political office). 
 

➢ HSS-PoAD-12.8.2: Describe the roles of broadcast, print, and electronic media, including the 
Internet, as means of communication in American politics. 
 

➢ HSS-PoAD-12.10: Students formulate questions about and defend their analyses of tensions 
within our constitutional democracy and the importance of maintaining a balance between the 
following concepts: majority rule and individual rights; liberty and equality; state and national 
authority in a federal system; civil disobedience and the rule of law; freedom of the press and 
the right to a fair trial; the relationship of religion and government. 

 
California Common Core State Standards (2014): 
 
➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 

and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of 
the text as a whole. 
 

➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.7: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 
 

➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
 

➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.9: Draw evidence from informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
 

➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects 
to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
 

➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, 
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal 
tasks. 

 
California History-Social Science Framework Connections (2016): 
“Do citizens have rights that the state must respect; if so, what are they? What is the role of civil 
dissent and when is it necessary?” (Ch. 17, p. 450). 
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“Structured classroom discussions and writing activities challenge students to discuss current events 
and issues of their choosing by analyzing various perspectives, researching causes and effects, 
evaluating policy options, and stating and supporting reasoned and evidence-based opinions… Topics 
for discussion may include… politics (such as… the fight against government corruption and efforts to 
improve government competence)... health (such as… health care reform, or responses to the spread 
of AIDS)... [and] the law (such as… discrimination against members of the LGBT community, or 
protection of civil rights in times of… national crisis)” (Ch. 17, p. 454-455). 
 
California Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Connections (2022):  
 
➢ Challenge racist, bigoted, discriminatory, imperialist/colonial beliefs and practices on multiple 

levels; and 
 

➢ Connect ourselves to past and contemporary social movements that struggle for social justice 
and an equitable and democratic society; and conceptualize, imagine, and build new 
possibilities for a post-racist, post-systemic racism society that promotes collective narratives 
of transformative resistance, critical hope, and radical healing (Intro. and Overview, p. 16). 

 
Overview of Lesson: 
In this lesson, students will explore the significance of civil disobedience in advancing the civil liberties, 
health care, and survival of LGBTQ+ people during the AIDS epidemic of the 1980s and 1990s. 
Students will examine sources from the National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights 
(1987) and ACT UP Los Angeles in groups through rotation stations. In doing so, each group will 
design a proposal for a new national civil rights march that they will present to the class. For a final 
assessment, students will craft a short essay responding to the inquiry question. 
 
Materials: 
 
➢ Key Concepts: Civil Disobedience and Nonviolent Direct Action (p. 6) 

 
➢ Reading 1: Civil Disobedience in ACT UP (p. 7-10) 

 
➢ Reading 2: National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (1987) (p. 11-12) 

 
➢ Sources 1A-D, 2A-F, 3A-D, 4A-D (p. 13-34) 

 
➢ Rotation Stations Graphic Organizer (p. 35-50) 

 
Sources: 
 
Source 1A: DIGNITY/USA, “We Are a Gentle, Angry People, and We’re Singing, Singing for our Lives,” 
Nov. 1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE 
Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 1B: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “‘We, the People…’ 
donation and organizing form,” 1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 
1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 1C: Tom Wilson Weinberg, “Walk on Washington,” from the National March On Washington 
Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights’ “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March on Washington for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 1D: ACT UP Los Angeles, “Bring the Spirit of Washington Home!,” Oct. 1987. ACT UP Los 
Angeles records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 2A: John Lorenzini (modified by Trevor Ladner), “AIDS & Civil Disobedience,” from the National 
March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights’ “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March 
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on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC 
Libraries. 
 
Source 2B: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “‘OUT & 
OUTRAGED: Civil Disobedience at the Supreme Court’ pamphlet,” 1987. March on Washington for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 2C: ACT UP Los Angeles, “Civil Disobedience Info Sheet, completed by Mark Rennebohm,” 
1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at 
the USC Libraries., ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 2D: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “1,000 Volunteers 
Needed! PEACEKEEPER TRAINING SESSIONS,” Oct. 1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries; and National March On 
Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “‘Peacekeepers,” adapted from Rocky Flats Action 
Group nonviolence manual,” 1987. ACT UP Los Angeles records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 2E: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “Possible 
Charges,” from the “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 2F: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “Scenario and 
Logistics,” from the “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 3A: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “Dealing with 
Racism and Classism during an Action, Arrest & Jail,” from the “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March 
on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC 
Libraries. 
 
Source 3B: Gran Fury, “WOMEN DON’T GET AIDS THEY JUST DIE FROM IT,” 1991. ACT UP Los Angeles 
records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 3C: Jessica Meredith Xavier (modified by Trevor Ladner), “Stonewall 25 Revisited: Queer 
Politics, Process Queens and Lessons Learned,” from TransSisters: The Journal of Transsexual 
Feminism, Autumn 1994. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 3D: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights (adapted from 
Ricky Sherover-Marcus, modified by Trevor Ladner), “Racism,” from the “Civil Defense Handbook,” 
1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at 
the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 4A: Chuck Stallard, “Arrests of ACT UP Los Angeles protestors during a sit-in protest at the Los 
Angeles County Board of Supervisors,” May 1989. ACT UP Los Angeles records, ONE Archives at the 
USC Libraries; ACT UP Los Angeles, “Picket sign featuring an arrest of Mark Kostopoulos, postal 
worker and ACT UP Los Angeles co-founder, who died of AIDS complications,” 1992. ACT UP Los 
Angeles records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries; and T.L. Litt, “Police arrest a member of ACT UP 
Los Angeles,” Jan. 1990. ACT UP Los Angeles records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 4B: ACT UP Los Angeles, “PEOPLE WE KNOW ARE DYING,” 1992. ACT UP Los Angeles records, 
ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 4C: SILENCE=DEATH Project, “‘SILENCE=DEATH,’ featuring the pink triangle (turned right-side 
up) used to mark homosexual men in the Holocaust,” 1987. ACT UP Los Angeles records, ONE Archives 
at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 4D: Steve Abeyta, “The NAMES Project Quilt,” c. 1987-1988. LGBTQ Poster collection, ONE 
Archives at the USC Libraries; and “Names Project AIDS Memorial Quilt laid out on the National Mall 
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at the March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay, and Bi Equal Rights and Liberation,” April 1993. 
Photographs, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source 0: Keith Griffith, “Quality Health Care Is A Civil Right,” from the National March On 
Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights’ “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March on 
Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC 
Libraries. 
 
Procedures 
 

1. Key Concepts: Teacher will introduce the concepts of “civil disobedience,” “just and unjust 
laws,” and “direct actions,” as defined by Martin Luther King, Jr (p. 6). Center for Nonviolent 
Social Change. Students reflect on prior knowledge of these concepts. 
 

2. Background Readings: Teacher will introduce Reading 1 (p. 7-10) and Reading 2 (p. 11-12)  to 
prime students on background knowledge for analyzing the primary sources. Students will 
discuss their responses, and teacher will check for understanding and address misconceptions. 
Teachers may also consider assigning one of the following media for pre-work: 
 
➢ Podcast: Sarah Schulman and Kendall Ciesemier, “How ACT UP Changed the Face of 

AIDS Activism,” from ACLU, Oct. 2023. 
 

➢ Video: Inside Edition, “How ACT UP Flipped the Script on AIDS and Gay Rights,” June 
2021. 
 

➢ Video: PBS NewsHour, “In ‘How to Survive a Plague,’ Film Looks Back at First AIDS 
Activists,” 2012. 
 

3. Modeling: Teacher will go over the directions and expectations for the Rotation Stations, and 
check for understanding. Teachers will organize students into groups and pass out materials 
for the modeling activity and the day’s rotation station(s). Teacher will model the Observe, 
Reflection, and Question strategy for Source 0, and check for understanding. Students will 
discuss their takeaways from Source 0, and teacher will address questions and misconceptions. 
 

a. For each student: p. 35-36; 37-39, 41-42, 44-45, 47-48 
b. For each group: p.  13-34, 40, 43, 46, 49-50 

 
Formative Assessment:  
 

4. Students will complete the Rotation Stations activity in groups. Each group will present. 
 
Summative Assessment: 
 

5. Students will be assessed by completing a short essay response (5-7 paragraphs) to the inquiry 
question: How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 
1980s and 1990s? Students must cite evidence from at least 6-8 primary sources. 

 
Further Resources: 

➢ ACT UP New York, “ACT UP Oral History Project,” 2002-2015. 
 

➢ Elana Goldbaum, “Why and how did activists respond to the AIDS crisis of the 1980s?,” from 
One Institute, 2018. 
 

➢ Facing History & Ourselves, “Paragraph 175 & The Origins of the Pink Triangle,” June 2024. 
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➢ Library of Congress, “LGBTQ Activism and Contributions: Classroom Materials at the Library of 
Congress: Library of Congress.” 
 

➢ One Institute, “Youspeak Radio,” 2021-2024. 
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Key Concepts: Civil Disobedience and Direct Action 
 

Source: The King Center, “Glossary of Nonviolence.” 
 
 
➢ Civil Disobedience: The act of openly disobeying an unjust, immoral or unconstitutional law as 

a matter of conscience, and accepting the consequences, including submitting to imprisonment 
if necessary, to protest an injustice. 
 

➢ Just and Unjust Laws: A distinction made in deciding to engage in civil disobedience. A just law 
is created by both a majority and minority, and is binding on both. An unjust law is created by 
a majority that is binding on the minority, when the minority has no voice in creating the law. 
Dr. ]Martin Luther] King, [Jr.] said, “A just law is a man-made code that squares with moral 
law or the law of God. An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony with moral law…One who 
breaks an unjust law must do so openly, lovingly and with a willingness to accept the penalty.” 
 

➢ Direct Action: Nonviolent resistance to injustice. More than 250 forms of nonviolent direct 
action have been identified, including marches, boycotts, picketing, sit-ins and prayer vigils, to 
name a few. 

 
Quickwrite: Using all three terms, explain a relevant example of these concepts from history or 
current events (3-5 sentences). 
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Reading 1: Civil Disobedience in ACT UP 

Source: David Montalvo, “How AIDS Activists Used ‘Die-Ins’ to Demand Attention to the Growing 
Epidemic,” from HISTORY, June 2021. 

Question Reading Notes 

1. What is ACT UP, 
and why did it 
form? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Where did the 
protest strategy of 
die-ins originate? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Why did ACT UP 
use civil 
disobedience 
tactics, such as 
die-ins? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Who did ACT UP 
target with their 
die-ins? Were they 
successful? 
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How AIDS Activists Used ‘Die-Ins’ to Demand Attention to the Growing Epidemic 

Protesters feigned mass death to shock and shame government, industry and the media into finally 
addressing the lethal disease. 
 

 

As the AIDS crisis took hold in the 1980s, killing thousands of Americans and ravaging gay 
communities, the deadly epidemic went unaddressed by U.S. public health agencies—and 
unacknowledged by President Ronald Reagan—for years. In response, a political group called ACT UP 
emerged, deciding it needed to do something shocking to draw attention to the crisis and jolt 
government agencies, drug companies and the mainstream media into action. 

So it began organizing protest events where masses of people lay down in a public space, feigning 
death. 

 “The strongest thing we can do is something in silence,” declared writer, filmmaker and AIDS activist 
Robert Hilferty at a November 1989 meeting of ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power). “A die-in. 
A massive die-in.” 

Founded in 1987, ACT UP ultimately organized 
thousands of protests, with die-ins becoming a 
signature tactic. And while AIDS activists weren’t the 
first to simulate death to call attention to lethal 
threats, the action became a powerful tool to show 
that, because the epidemic was being stigmatized 
and ignored, bodies were piling up. In ACT UP’s case, 
“they forced social and cultural institutions to take 
responsibility for the AIDS deaths by having to 
physically move the protesters’ bodies,” says Matt 
Brim, professor of queer studies at City University of 
New York. 
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The History of Die-Ins 

The AIDS die-ins emerged from a longer history of activism that made bodies the focal point of 
protest, such as suffragettes chaining themselves to railings and civil rights activists staging sit-ins. 

One of earliest known references to the term “die-in” came nearly two decades prior to ACT UP, when 
environmentalists demonstrated on Earth Day, 1970, in Boston, to raise awareness about the deadly  

impact of air pollution. About a month later, protesters in Seattle fell to the ground at a busy 
downtown intersection to oppose dangerous nerve gas shipments. 

Since then, public die-in stunts have been used to decry everything from war and weapons testing to 
police violence and cycling deaths. To ratchet up the visual drama, some protesters have employed 
fake blood and bandages. Others brought coffins. 

ACT UP: Fighting for Gay People’s Lives 
 
When playwright and LGBTQ activist Larry Kramer took center stage at the New York Lesbian and Gay 
Community Services Center on March 10, 1987, and delivered the rousing speech that helped launch 
ACT UP, the epidemic had entered its sixth year. The U.S. government had yet to approve the 
prescription sale of a single drug to treat AIDS, and the deaths were largely being ignored by the 
media. “Unless we fight for our lives, we shall die,” Kramer wrote that month for the New York Native, 
a bi-weekly magazine aimed at the city’s gay community. As a result, ACT UP worked urgently to train 
as many individuals as possible in civil disobedience tactics. As an unidentified activist in the 
documentary United in Anger: A History of ACT UP put it, “you don’t always know when it’s going to 
happen or when you’ll want to do it.” 
 
Die-ins became important for ACT UP, Michael Bronski, author of A Queer History of the United 
States for Young People and professor of practice in media and activism at Harvard University, 
told HISTORY.com in an interview. That’s because “there’s a cultural hesitation to think about 
death—and the protest made it physical.” 
 
And AIDS activists knew their best chance to affect policies was by affecting public 
opinion—making the media, rather than politicians or chief executives, die-ins’ primary targets. In 
United in Anger, an activist remembered how ACT UP clearly viewed civil disobediences, like 
die-ins, as a “safe tactic for making a stronger statement and as a way of getting media 
attention.” 
 
From Play-Acting Death to Conducting 
Public Funerals 

In its first decade, ACT UP held 
thousands of demonstrations across the 
country and around the world. But not 
all die-ins focused on the same issue. 
 
On October 11, 1988, ACT UP held its 
first national demonstration on the 
doorstep of the Food and Drug 
Administration, which activists 
perceived as slow to approve and 
release new drugs. In front of helmeted 
police officers guarding the building’s 
entrances, some activists staged a 
die-in, holding tombstone-cutouts that 
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read, “DEAD FROM LACK OF DRUGS” and “VICTIM OF F.D.A. RED TAPE.” Less than a year later, the 
F.D.A approved one other drug and expanded access to another. 
 
Outside the Centers for Disease Control in Georgia, die-ins targeted the narrow definition of AIDS 
that encompassed diseases observed in gay men, but not those specific to women and IV drug users. 
“C.D.C. is killing women, redefine AIDS,” activists chanted amid demonstrators sprawled on the 
sidewalk. In 1993, the C.D.C delivered AIDS activists a victory to their years-long campaign by adding 
CD4+ T-lymphocyte (T- cell) count to the definition, a count the C.D.C. viewed as having “clinical 
importance” in categorizing HIV-related conditions. The agency also added invasive cervical cancer 
to its list of AIDS-indicator diseases, an acknowledgement of the impact HIV was having on women. 

Die-ins also occurred on Wall Street, targeting drug prices; at the vacation home of President George 
Bush, targeting national AIDS funding; at the National Institutes of Health; New York's Grand Central 
Station; and in Chicago and San Francisco, among other places and locations. 

But in the fall of 1992, the theatricality of die-ins gave way to real artifacts of death. 

On October 11, in a demonstration known as Ashes Action, activists gathered in Washington, D.C., 
some carrying the ashes and bone chips of loved ones who had died of AIDS to disperse over the 
White House lawn. Others carried corpses that rested in open-faced coffins. 

Literally bringing real death to activism was the next logical thing to do, says Bronski. “It came out of 
frustration that things were not getting better quickly—or at all.” 

Die-Ins: Part of a Larger Strategy 

ACT UP used civil disobedience, like die-ins, not only to vent frustration, but to strategically draw 
attention to its own proposals and presentations. In the United in Anger documentary, one of the 
group’s activists succinctly summed up the strategy: “When we get arrested, we usually are aiming 
to get a meeting set up or deliver a set of demands.” 

“Any political movement has to be multifaceted, so that doing aggressive, in-your-face actions 
have to happen in tandem with people making arguments with politicians,” says Bronski. 

 
Their aggressive actions at the F.D.A. and the 
C.D.C., for example, helped activists gain 
meetings that ultimately moved the needle on 
their pursuit of an AIDS cure. 

 “Before AIDS and before ACT UP, all 
experimental medical decisions were made by 
physicians,” Dr. Anthony Fauci of the National 
Institutes of Health told New Yorker magazine in 
2002. “Larry [Kramer, founder of ACT UP], by 
assuring consumer input to the F.D.A., put us on 
the defensive at the N.I.H. He put Congress on 
the defensive over appropriations. ACT UP put 
medical treatment in the hands of the patients. 
And that is the way it ought to be.” 
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Reading 2: National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (1987) 

Source: One Institute, “March on Washington and the NAMES Quilt,” 2016. 

Question Reading Notes 

1. What was the 
purpose of the 
National March on 
Washington for 
Lesbian and Gay 
Rights in 1987? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What was the 
purpose of the 
NAMES Project 
Foundation AIDS 
Memorial Quilt? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What was the impact 
of the March on 
Washington? 
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Source 1A: DIGNITY/USA, “We Are a Gentle, Angry People, and We’re Singing, Singing for our Lives,” 
Nov. 1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE 
Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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Source 1B: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “‘We, the People…’ 
donation and organizing form,” 1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 
1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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Source 1C: Tom Wilson Weinberg, “Walk on Washington,” from the National March On Washington 
Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights’ “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March on Washington for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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Source 1D: ACT UP Los Angeles, “Bring the Spirit of Washington Home!,” Oct. 1987. ACT UP Los 
Angeles records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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Source 2A: John Lorenzini (modified by Trevor Ladner), “AIDS & Civil Disobedience,” from the 
National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights’ “Civil Defense Handbook,” 
1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at 
the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 2B: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “‘OUT & 
OUTRAGED: Civil Disobedience at the Supreme Court’ pamphlet,” 1987. March on Washington for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 2C: ACT UP Los Angeles, “Civil Disobedience Info Sheet, completed by Mark Rennebohm,” 
1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at 
the USC Libraries., ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 2D: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “1,000 Volunteers 
Needed! PEACEKEEPER TRAINING SESSIONS,” Oct. 1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries; and National March On 
Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “‘Peacekeepers,” adapted from Rocky Flats Action 
Group nonviolence manual,” 1987. ACT UP Los Angeles records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 2E: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “Possible 
Charges,” from the “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 2F: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “Scenario and 
Logistics,” from the “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 

 
 
 

Created by Emily Healy in collaboration with One Institute, UCLA History-Geography Project,  
OUT for Safe Schools® at the LA LGBT Center, and ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 

26 



How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 3A: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights, “Dealing with 
Racism and Classism during an Action, Arrest & Jail,” from the “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March 
on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC 
Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 3B: Gran Fury, “WOMEN DON’T GET AIDS THEY JUST DIE FROM IT,” 1991. ACT UP Los Angeles 
records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 3C: Jessica Meredith Xavier (modified by Trevor Ladner), “Stonewall 25 Revisited: Queer 
Politics, Process Queens and Lessons Learned,” from TransSisters: The Journal of Transsexual 
Feminism, Autumn 1994. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 3D: National March On Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights (adapted from 
Ricky Sherover-Marcus, modified by Trevor Ladner), “Racism,” from the “Civil Defense Handbook,” 
1987. March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at 
the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 4A: Chuck Stallard, “Arrests of ACT UP Los Angeles protestors during a sit-in protest at the 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors,” May 1989. ACT UP Los Angeles records, ONE Archives at 
the USC Libraries (top and bottom left); ACT UP Los Angeles, “Picket sign featuring an arrest of Mark 
Kostopoulos, postal worker and ACT UP Los Angeles co-founder, who died of AIDS complications,” 
1992. ACT UP Los Angeles records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries (top right); T.L. Litt, “Police 
arrest a member of ACT UP Los Angeles,” Jan. 1990. ACT UP Los Angeles records, ONE Archives at 
the USC Libraries (bottom right). 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 4B: ACT UP Los Angeles, “PEOPLE WE KNOW ARE DYING,” 1992. ACT UP Los Angeles records, 
ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 4C: SILENCE=DEATH Project, “‘SILENCE=DEATH,’ featuring the pink triangle (turned right-side 
up) used to mark homosexual men in the Holocaust,” 1987. ACT UP Los Angeles records, ONE Archives 
at the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 4D: Steve Abeyta, “The NAMES Project Quilt,” c. 1987-1988. LGBTQ Poster collection, ONE 
Archives at the USC Libraries; and “Names Project AIDS Memorial Quilt laid out on the National Mall 
at the March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay, and Bi Equal Rights and Liberation,” April 1993. 
Photographs, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Rotation Stations Graphic Organizer 
 

Analyzing Primary Sources: Acts of Civil Disobedience in the Fight Against AIDS 
 
Objective: I will be able to analyze how civil disobedience advanced LGBTQ+ civil rights during the 
AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s by examining primary sources in rotation stations. 

 
Directions: With group members, you will be responsible for completing three tasks in each rotation 
station: 
 
➢ Analyze Primary Sources: use the Observe, Reflect, and Question strategy 

 
➢ Discuss Primary Sources: generate new ideas and write your findings 

 
➢ Take Action: collaborate to organize a (hypothetical) civil rights march 

 
After a set time, your group will rotate to the next station. This process will repeat until all four 
sessions are completed. Once all stations are completed, your group will present the following to the 
class: 
 
➢ March name and demands 

 
➢ Rights and responsibilities for engaging in nonviolent direct action 

 
➢ Commitments to safety and inclusion 

 
➢ Poster 

 
Following all presentations, you will be assessed by completing a short essay response (5-7 
paragraphs) to the inquiry question: How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during 
the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? In your essay, you must cite evidence from at least 6-8 
primary sources. 

 
Observe, Reflect, and Question 

 
➢ Observe: Identify and note details. 

 
○ What do you notice first? What do you notice that you didn’t expect? What do you 

notice that you can’t explain? 
 

➢ Reflect: Generate and test hypotheses about the source. 
 

○ Where do you think this came from? Why do you think somebody made this? What do 
you think was happening when this was made? Who do you think was the audience for 
this item? Why do you think this item is important? What can you learn from examining 
this? 
 

➢ Question: Ask questions to lead to more observations and reflections. 
 

○ What do you wonder about… Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Source 0: Keith Griffith, “Quality Health Care Is A Civil Right,” from the National March On 
Washington Committee for Lesbian and Gay Rights’ “Civil Defense Handbook,” 1987. March on 
Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (October 11, 1987), records, ONE Archives at the USC 
Libraries. 
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Analyzing Primary Sources 
 

As we analyze this primary source together, take notes in the right column. 
 

Source Analysis Notes 

Source 0: Quality 
Health Care is a Civil 
Right 

Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Station 1: The National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights (1987) 
 
Source 1A: Singing for our Lives 
 
Source 1B: We, the People… 

Source 1C: Walk on Washington 
 
Source 1D: Bring the Spirit of Washington Home! 

 
Part A: Analyze Primary Sources 
 

Choose 2-3 of the sources above to analyze. Write the name of each source in the left column, 
and take notes in the right column. 

 
Source (Choose 2-3) Analysis Notes 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
 
 
 
 
 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Part B: Discuss Primary Sources 
 

With your group members, discuss the following questions about the goals and actions of the 
March on Washington. Then, in your own words, answer each question in 3-5 sentences. 
 

1.  What were the goals of the March on 
Washington as it relates to civil rights? (3-5 
sentences) 

2.  What actions did people take in or around 
the March on Washington? (3-5 sentences) 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Part C: Take Action 
 

Imagine you and your group members are the lead national organizers of a new civil rights 
march in Washington, D.C. 

 
Reflecting on the March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights of 1987, and current civil 
rights issues in the United States, your group will create a name for your march and a list of at 
least five demands that your march will present to Congress and the President. 
 
For example, below is an excerpt of the demands from the March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom (1963) — organized by openly-gay African American civil rights activist, Bayard 
Rustin— where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his famous “I Have a Dream Speech.” 
 

 
 

Source: March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, “What We Demand,” 1963. Bayard Rustin 
Papers, John F. Kennedy Library, National Archives and Records Administration. 

 
 

March on Washington for ________________________________________________________. 

 
We demand… 

1.   
 
 
 

2.   
 
 
 

3.   
 
 
 

4.   
 
 
 

5.  
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Station 2: Civil Disobedience in the AIDS Crisis 
 
Source 2A: AIDS & Civil Disobedience 
 
Source 2B: OUT & OUTRAGED 
 
Source 2C: Civil Disobedience Info Sheet 

Source 2D: Peacekeepers 
 
Source 2E: Possible Charges 
 
Source 2F: Scenario and Logistics 

 
Part A: Analyze Primary Sources 
 

Choose 2-3 of the sources above to analyze. Write the name of each source in the left column, 
and take notes in the right column. 

 
Source (Choose 2-3) Analysis Notes 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
 
 
 
 
 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Part B: Discuss Primary Sources 
 
With your group members, discuss the following questions about education and organizing for civil 
disobedience in the AIDS crisis. Then, in your own words, answer each question in 3-5 sentences, citing 
evidence from your primary sources analysis. 
 
1.  How did LGBTQ+ activists educate each 
other about civil disobedience in the AIDS 
crisis? (3-5 sentences) 

2.  In what ways did LGBTQ+ activists 
organize their nonviolent direct action? (3-5 
sentences) 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Part C: Take Action 
 

As you prepare to take your demands to Washington, D.C., imagine you and your group 
members are organizing a workshop for participants on civil disobedience and nonviolent 
direct action. The purpose of the workshop is to educate others students on challenging “unjust 
laws,” as stated by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and advancing civil rights.   
 
Your group is tasked with creating a list of at least five rights and responsibilities for engaging 
in nonviolent direct action that you would present to participants of your workshop. 
 
Example: You have the right to stay calm. If you interact with police, keep your hands visible.  
Avoid arguing, resisting, and emphasize that your actions are protected by the First 
Amendment. 

 
Rights and Responsibilities for Engaging in Nonviolent Direct Action 

 
1.    

 
 
 
 
 

2.   
 
 
 
 
 

3.   
 
 
 
 
 

4.   
 
 
 
 
 

5.   
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Station 3: Race, Gender, and Class 
 
Source 3A: Dealing with Racism and Classism 
 
Source 3B: WOMEN DON’T GET AIDS 

Source 3C: Stonewall 25 Revisited 
 
Source 3D: Racism 

 
Part A: Analyze Primary Sources 
 

Choose 2-3 of the sources above to analyze. Write the name of each source in the left column, 
and take notes in the right column. 

 
Source (Choose 2-3) Analysis Notes 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
 
 
 
 
 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Part B: Discuss Primary Sources 
 
With your group members, discuss the following question about race, gender, and class in AIDS 
activism. Then, in your own words, answer each question in 3-5 sentences, citing evidence from your 
primary source analysis. 
 
1.  How did LGBTQ+ activists approach differences in race, gender, and class in their 
organizing? Discuss at least two of these factors. (two paragraphs; 3-5 sentences each) 
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Part C: Take Action 
 
As you organize your march, your group can ensure that the demonstration is safe and inclusive for all 
participants. You should consider how participation will be diverse in terms of race, gender, class, 
religion, ability, language, sexual orientation, immigration status, etc. Reflecting on your own 
identities and experiences, your group will create a list of at least five commitments that you will 
uphold to ensure safe and inclusive actions. 
 

Commitments to Safety and Inclusion 

 
1.  

 
 
 
 
 

2.   
 
 
 
 
 

3.   
 
 
 
 
 

4.  
 
 
 
 
 

5.  
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Station 4: Political Art, Graphics, and Photography 
 
Source 4A: Arrest Photographs 
 
Source 4B: PEOPLE WE KNOW ARE DYING 

Source 4C: SILENCE=DEATH 
 
Source 4D: The NAMES Project Quilt 

 
Part A: Analyze Primary Sources 
 

Choose 2-3 of the sources above to analyze. Write the name of each source in the left column, 
and take notes in the right column. 

 
Source (Choose 2-3) Analysis Notes 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
 
 
 
 
 

 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
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 Observe: 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect: 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Part B: Discuss Primary Sources 
 
With your group members, discuss the following questions about political art, graphics, and 
photography in the AIDS crisis. Then, in your own words, answer each question in 3-5 sentences, citing 
evidence from your primary source analysis. 
 
1.  How did LGBTQ+ activists use messages and symbols in art, graphics, and photography to 
support or amplify their civil disobedience and direct action? (two paragraphs; 3-5 sentences 
each) 
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How did civil disobedience advance LGBTQ+ civil rights during the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s? 
 

Part C: Take Action 
 
To express the demands of your march and generate engagement, your group will create a poster 
inspired by the art and graphics of AIDS activists, which will be used in a social media campaign and 
carried by participants at your march. 
 
Using classroom supplies or a digital platform, create a poster that incorporates elements of LGBTQ+ 
activist art and graphics in the 1980s and 1990s. Your group will also write an artist’s statement that 
explains the influences, choices, and intentions of your design, citing 2-3 primary sources. 
 
In addition to the graphics above, you may explore the following: 

➢ ACT UP Los Angeles Oral History Project, “Gallery.” 
 

➢ ACT UP Los Angeles Oral History Project, “Photos.” 
 

➢ National AIDS Memorial, “Interactive AIDS Quilt.” 
 

➢ One Institute, “It’s Not Over! Posters and Graphics from Early AIDS Activism,” 2020. 

Example: 
 

 
 
Source: ACT UP Los Angeles, “Health Care Not 
Death Care,” 1990. LGBTQ Poster Collection, 
ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 

This poster was created by Critical Mass— the 
art and graphics committee of ACT UP Los 
Angeles— for the group’s protest at Frontera 
prison in California’s Chino Valley. In addition 
to the numerous abuses at the over-crowded 
women’s prison, which were detailed in a 
legislative committee on prisons earlier in the 
year, Mary Lucey, a blacksmith and formerly 
incarcerated person in Frontera’s segregated 
AIDS ward, brought her own testimony of 
maltreatment directly to ACT UP. Her 
experience and advocacy spurred the activist 
organization to articulate health care as a key 
need within carceral systems. According to Judy 
Sisneros, who was present for the protest: “ACT 
UP believed in universal health care and we felt 
that everyone should have access to the best 
quality health care. … We also felt that if you 
lifted health care treatment for the homeless, 
for the undocumented, for prisoners, that it 
would elevate everyone else’s health care 
treatment.” Graphically, this poster makes use 
of an image of mass death event from a 
different context— stacked skulls in a memorial 
outside of Angkor Wat to those killed in the 
Cambodian genocide (1975-79)— lending an 
urgency and graphic power to their message. 
 
Source: Andy Campbell, “Days of Rage,” from 
One Institute, April 2022. 
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Artist’s Statement (5-7 sentences) 
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