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California Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Connections (2022): 
 
➢ “Celebrate and honor Native People/s of the land and communities of Black, Indigenous, and 

People of Color by providing a space to share their stories of success, community collaboration, 
and solidarity, along with their intellectual and cultural wealth” (Intro. and Overview, p. 15). 
 

➢ “Connect ourselves to past and contemporary social movements that struggle for social justice 
and an equitable and democratic society, and conceptualize, imagine, and build new 
possibilities for a post-racist, post-systemic-racism society that promotes collective narratives 
of transformative resistance, critical hope, and radical healing” (Intro. and Overview, p. 16). 
 

➢ “Central to any ethnic studies course is the historic struggle of communities of color, taking 
into account the intersectionality of identity (gender, class, sexuality, among others), to 
challenge racism, discrimination, and oppression and interrogate the systems that continue to 
perpetuate inequality” (Intro. and Overview, p. 9). 
 

➢ “Students can explore the diverse history, cultures, struggles, and politics of Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders as part of the larger Asian diasporas. Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders come from many different countries with varying languages, dialects, customs, and 
cultural practices. This field of study contends with how the history and experiences of 
migration, resettlement, and exclusion have intersected with race, gender, and class to shape 
life in the United States for people of Asian descent” (Instructional Guidance for K-12 
Education, p. 50). 
 

➢ “Students can investigate the history of the experience of various ethnic groups in the United 
States, as well as the diversity of these experiences based on race, gender, and sexuality, 
among other identities” (Instructional Guidance for K-12 Education, p. 54). 
 

➢ “Investigate the legacies of social movements and historic struggles against injustice in 
California, the Southwest, and the United States as a whole and study how different social 
movements for people of color, women, and LGBTQ+ communities have mutually informed 
each other” (Instructional Guidance for K-12 Education, p. 55). 
 

CCSS Standards:  
 
➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 

and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 
 

➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the 
course of the text. 
 

➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
 

➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the 
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

 
➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and  
persuasively. 
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➢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2: Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 

media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy 
of each source. 

 
Overview of Lesson: 
Students will explore the intersectionality of race/ethnicity and sexuality in the late 20th century 
United States by investigating the role that community groups played in advocating for the rights and 
visibility of queer Asian American Pacific Islander community members. Utilizing archival magazines 
and newsletters from Gay Asian Pacific Alliance (GAPA), founded in Berkeley in 1988, and Asian Pacific 
Lesbians and Gays (A/PLG), founded in West Hollywood in 1980, students will analyze how these 
primary sources reflect the experiences and community organizing strategies of marginalized LGBTQ+ 
AAPI people in the 1980s and 1990s. Students will categorize the documents into a Document-Based 
Inquiry (DBI) poster in small groups, demonstrating their understanding of the role these community 
publications played in fostering support, advocacy, and visibility for LGBTQ+ AAPIs. 
 
Materials: 
 
➢ Slide Deck (p. 7-14) 

 
➢ Transcript: Clip from Periodically Queer (p. 15-17) 

 
➢ Sources A-L (p. 18-29) 

 
➢ Graphic Organizer (p. 30-32) 

 
➢ DBI Poster (p. 33) 

 
Sources: 
 
Celebrations/Events/Joy 
 
Source A: Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, “Lunar New Year Invite,” from Lavender Godzilla: Voices of the 
Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, Dec. 1988. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source B: Bruce Britton, “Retreat ‘87,” from Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays’ AP Newsletter, May 
1987. Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays (A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries; and 
Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays, “Retreat group picture.” Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays (A/PLG) 
records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Representation/Visibility/Community 
 
Source C: “What GAPA Means to Me,” from Lavender Godzilla: Voices of the Gay Asian Pacific 
Alliance, June 1990. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Source F: Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays, “Letter from a Newcomer,” from AP Newsletter, issue 12, 
Aug. 1981. Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays (A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
 
Education/Politics/Activism 
 
Source D:  Cathay Tsuyuki, “Internment Hearings,” from Asian/Pacific Lesbian and Gays’ AP 
Newsletter, Aug. 1981. Asian/Pacific Lesbian and Gays (A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the USC 
Libraries. 
 
Source E: Stanley Rebultan, “Community Action Committee: ON THE POLITICAL FRONT,” from 
Asian/Pacific Lesbian and Gays’ AP Newsletter, July 1981. Asian/Pacific Lesbian and Gays (A/PLG) 
records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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Extension Sources (OPTIONAL) 
Source G: Jack Ferrucci, “George Takei Gets A Star,” from Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays’ AP 
Newsletter, January 1987. Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays (A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the 
USC Libraries. (Celebration/Events/Joy) 
 
Source H: Roy Kawasaki, “Asian Rap,” Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays’ AP Newsletter, 1981. 
Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays (A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
(Representation/Visibility/Community) 
 
Source I: Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, “Hooray for Kiki!,” from Lavender Godzilla: A Monthly Publication 
for Gay Asian Pacific Alliance Members and Supporters, July 1996. Periodicals collection, ONE 
Archives at the USC Libraries. and Erin Souza, “Kiki Whitlock with ‘Unsung Hero’ Award presented by 
Kaiser Permanente,” from ETVC Newsletter, June 1996. ETVC collection, Digital Transgender Archive. 
(Representation/Visibility/Community) 

Source J: Asian Men HIV Positive Support Group of the Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, “HIV Support 
Group for Asian/Pacific Gay and Bisexual Men,” from Lavender Godzilla: Voices of the Gay Asian 
Pacific Alliance, June 1989. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
(Representation/Visibility/Community) 

Source K: John L. Silva, “A Photograph of a Gay Ancestor,” from Lavender Godzilla: Voices of the Gay 
Asian Pacific Alliance, Vol. 3, No. 5, Oct. 1990. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC 
Libraries. (Education/Politics/Activism) 

Source L: Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, “Immigration, Homophobia, Racism,” from Lavender Godzilla: 
Voices of the Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, Fall 1991. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC 
Libraries. (Education/Politics/Activism) 
 
Procedures 

 
1. Warm Up: 

 
a. Teacher prompts students to quick-write about “community” in 3-4 sentences: What 

makes up a community?  What communities do you belong to?  How/why do you feel 
connected to those communities?  How do communities support each other?  
 

b. Students partner up and share a golden line or highlight of what they wrote.   
 

c. Teacher asks for student volunteers to share-out what they wrote about “community”.   
Teacher records these definitions on the board so students and the class can come back 
to them throughout the lesson.  
 

2. Vocabulary and Context: 
  

a. Teacher prompts students to record the key term community from the slide deck. While 
students write, teacher generates examples of the definition from students.* 
 
*Teachers could consider this opportunity to connect to prior content, i.e., Third World 
Liberation Front and the creation of Ethnic Studies or the Black Panther Party and their 
community projects, etc. 
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b. Teacher reviews the concept of intersectionality. 
 

i. Teacher informs students that the lesson will explore the intersectionality 
between race/ethnicity (Asian American/Pacific Islander) and sexuality (gay and  
 
lesbian/queer/LGBTQ+). 
 

c. Teacher introduces the two community organizations to be studied: 
 

i. Today, we are going to look at two LGBTQ+ AAPI community organizations in 
California.   
 

1. Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays (A/PLG) was created in 1980 in West 
Hollywood, CA, to provide support for API lesbians and gays in family 
and community relationships, to inform others about lesbian and gay API  
experiences and the diversity of API cultural heritage, and to support the 
human/civil rights of lesbians and gays. 
 

2. Gay Asian Pacific Alliance (GAPA) was created in 1988 in Berkeley, CA, to 
create awareness, develop a positive identity, and establish a supportive 
community for gay Asian and Pacific Islander men. 
 

d. Teacher reviews the brief timeline (Slide 8) with students, which provides a sense of 
periodization for the lesson while also demonstrating the overlapping, or intersecting, 
history between Ethnic Studies, AAPI history, and LGBTQIA+ history. Teachers can also 
bring in other relevant events to this time period that you previously discussed in your 
class: 
 

i. Black Power (Black Panther Party, 1966-1982 
ii. La Raza and East L.A. High School Walkouts, 1968 
iii. Vietnam War, 1955-1973 
iv. HIV/AIDS Crisis, 1981-1990s 

 
e. Teacher provides a transcript and plays excerpts of “In Search of Queer Ancestors — on 

Lavender Godzilla,” from Periodically Queer by One Institute. Students write down five 
pieces of information they think are important to know about the creation of GAPA in 
the Bay Area of California. 
 

i. Listen to and pause at the following selections: 
 

1. 0:03-3:13 — Introduction to Episode 
2. 3:14-7:26 — Dino Duazo and John Silva discuss Lavender Godzilla 
3. 7:39-9:06 — Being Asian and Gay in the SF Bay Area  7:39-9:06 
4. 9:07-10:57 — Creating Lavender Godzilla 

 
3. Primary Source Analysis: 

 
a. Prior to the lesson, teacher should review the documents and decide how many 

documents from each category that they would like to provide for their students with 
this activity. It is suggested to have at least two documents per category for a total of 
six documents. Teacher can use the six core documents, or add additional documents  
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from the supplemental document list.  
 

b. Before having students work in collaborative groups, teacher models for students how 
to examine an example source in Slides 10-11. Teacher asks students to source the 
document first: What do we notice about these pictures? Where are they taken?  
 
(Observe). Next, teacher asks students what the document is advertising: What is the  
purpose of this event?  How might it provide support to the community members? 
(Reflect). Finally, teacher asks students to share what questions they have about the 
source. 
 

c. Students will examine a set of documents and annotate them in small groups.  
 

i. Students should highlight or underline the sourcing information.   
 

ii. Students should decide what type of support is being offered community group 
members and write it on their document.  
 

iii. Students will highlight or underline evidence in the document that supports their 
categorization. 
 

iv. Students will fill out their graphic organizer with the main idea of the document, 
response to the inquiry question, and a piece of evidence that supports their 
response.  
 

d. Teacher reviews analysis notes with students to check for understanding.  
 
Formative Assessment: 
 

4. Document Sort and DBI Poster: 
 

a. Once the class has analyzed the documents, students will work with their groups to sort 
the sources into the following categories, or related categories from their own analysis: 
 

i. Celebrations/Events/Joy 
ii. Representation/Visibility/Community 
iii. Education/Politics/Activism 

 
b. Teacher checks in with students before they glue documents to the poster. 

 
c. Teacher gives directions for the DBI poster. 

 
i. Students write the inquiry question at the top of the paper. 

 
ii. Students sort documents in the three categories. (Teacher may want everyone to 

do it the same way or allow for students to display their documents in a way 
that makes most sense to their group.) 
 

iii. Students write a claim that answers the inquiry question at the bottom. 
(Students pick TWO categories that they think best demonstrates the role 
community organizations played in supporting queer AAPI people in the 1980s 
and 1990s.) 
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Summative Assessment: 
 

5. DBI Poster: Students will have sorted the documents into categories and written a claim to 
answer the inquiry question. 
 
 

a. Extension: Students write a paragraph using the claim and evidence from the 
documents provided to answer the prompt. See: 11-sentence paragraph format. 
 
 

i. Potential sentence frames/starters include: 
 
 

1. Claim: Community organizations like A/PLG and GAPA provided 
______________ (Category) and ______________ (Category)  as a way to 
support queer AAPI folks in the 1980s and 1990s. 
 

2. Evidence: For example… 
 

3. Citation: This can be seen in the document… 
 

4. Conclusion: This shows that community organizations played a role in 
supporting queer AAPI folks because… (Reasoning) 

 
Further Resources: 
 
➢ Amy Sueyoshi, “Breathing Fire: Remembering Asian Pacific American Activism in Queer 

History,” from San Francisco Bay Times, May 2025.  
○ Note: This essay was originally published by the National Parks Service in 2016 before 

being removed by the Trump administration in early 2025. 
 

➢ Amy Sueyoshi, Nayan Shah, Judy Wu, and Madeline Lee, “Timeline: Asian and Pacific Islander 
LGBTQ History, 1873-2023,” from OutHistory, June 2024. 
 

➢ Catherine Ceniza Choy, Asian American Histories of the United States, 2022. 
 

➢ Elana Goldbaum, “Why and how did activists respond to the AIDS crisis of the 1980s?,” Out for 
Safe Schools® at the LA LGBT Center, UCLA History-Geography Project, One Institute, and 
ONE Archives at the USC Libraries, 2018. 
 

➢ Marika Manos, “To what extent was the movement for LGBTQ rights part of the broader 
movement for civil rights?,” Out for Safe Schools® at the LA LGBT Center, UCLA 
History-Geography Project, One Institute, and ONE Archives at the USC Libraries, 2018. 
 

➢ Miguel Covarrubias, “How Did One, Inc. v. Olesen Expand Freedom of Speech?,” One Institute, 
2022. 
 

➢ One Institute, “Youspeak Radio,” 2021-2024. 
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Transcript: Clip from Periodically Queer 

 
Source: Umi Hsu, “In Search of Queer Ancestors — on Lavender Godzilla,” from Periodically Queer by 
One Institute, June 2022. 
 
Introduction to Episode 
 
Umi Hsu (00:03): Hey y’all I'm Umi Hsu. I use they/them/theirs 
pronouns. I'm the Director of Content Strategy and ONE 
Archives Foundation, a nonprofit dedicated to telling histories 
and stories about LGBTQ+ communities. I'm the Producer of 
Periodically Queer. For this year's pride season, we're kicking off 
a new podcast project. Periodically Queer explores the stories 
about LGBTQ+ periodicals, such as magazines and 
organizational newsletters as a way to learn about queer 
community building. What you're listening to is the first episode 
of our pilot season with a focus on LGBTQ+ communities of 
color. This season is made possible by a grant from the city of 
Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs and many thanks to 
ONE Archives at the USC Libraries for providing research 
materials for this podcast.  
 
Umi Hsu (01:09): In this episode, I unwind some history and stories around Lavender Godzilla, a 
newsletter and magazine published by GAPA, GLBTQ+ Asian Pacific Alliance, formally known as the 
Gay Asian Pacific Alliance. GAPA was established in Berkeley, California in 1988. Through the pages of 
Lavender Godzilla, I take you on a tour through what it was like to be a member of a queer Asian 
community in the late 1980s and 1990s in the San Francisco Bay area. A little bit about me, I'm a 
queer and trans, non-binary Taiwanese American person who came of age in the 1990s while living in 
Virginia. I used to dream of a whole community of people, LGBTQ+ people of Asian descent, who were 
like me trying to live their lives in ordinary and extraordinary ways. From Lavender Godzilla, I can 
sense the activist spirit and community belonging that GAPA created. It invites the reader to learn 
about the intersection of being gay, queer, and Asian, and to dive into issues like immigration, racism, 
and family. It offers reflections on queer sexuality in ancient China and the Philippines, queer 
homoerotic artworks, and tributes to community members who are lost to AIDS.  
 
Umi Hsu (02:31): I loved reading these intimate reflections and sharings. I even enjoyed reading the 
mundane stuff like organizational updates and community calendars for events, such as the GAPA 
choir and theater performances. They made me feel like I'm a part of something larger than me, a 
feeling of kinship. Before we dig in, I'd like to provide some content warning about colonial violence. 
Please take care while listening. I had the privilege of speaking with Dino Duazo, one of the Co-editors 
of Lavender Godzilla and a Founding Member of GABA.  
 
Dino Duazo and John Silva discuss Lavender Godzilla 
 
Dino Duazo (03:14): My name's Dino Duazo. I'm one of the Founding Members of Gay Asian Pacific 
Alliance, which is transformed into GLBTQ+ Asian Pacific Alliance. And one of the prime features of 
GAPA at that time was having a newsletter just to share information about what the organization was 
doing, but also to share about perspectives from the queer API community. So, I was involved in the 
newsletter committee from the beginning. There was a bunch of us, but eventually I became one of the 
co-editors. I took a break for a little bit for a few years and then I became the newsletter editor again, 
like in the 2000's. 
 
Umi Hsu (03:57): I also spoke with John Silva, a writer, a historian, and regular contributor to 
Lavender Godzilla. John currently lives in the Philippines, so I'm thankful that he stayed up into the 
night to share his stories with me.  

Created by Paige Shakeri in collaboration with One Institute, UCLA History-Geography Project,  
OUT for Safe Schools® at the LA LGBT Center, and ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 

15 

https://www.oneinstitute.org/periodically-queer-ep-1-in-search-of-queer-ancestors-on-lavender-godzilla/


What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
John Silva (04:11): My name is John Silva. At that time, 1990, I was a contributor to Lavender Godzilla. 
I wrote several more articles. I was a member of GAPA, but also head of the GAPA Community HIV 
Project, I was the Executive director. GAPA was a small organization. And so, we all knew each other 
and I knew Dino very well. And Dino was the editor and Dino said, "you're a writer." And he knew 
because I wrote for the Filipino American newspapers. I also appeared in various publications, so he 
recruited me to write on things that were gay and gay Asian.  
 
Dino Duazo (04:55): I mean, this is us sharing our stories for us. We're not writing for the mainstream 
community, we're writing for ourselves, for our community, it's for us and about us. That was kind of 
our driving principle. We wanted to also make it accessible and not too scary in terms of sharing what 
they felt. So, we definitely had a lot of pieces that were, like, full-on articles, hundreds of words, but 
with what GAPA means to me, we just have people share like a couple paragraphs here and there. 
That way we can get a broader slice of the community just to share different perspectives. Then they 
all add up together into a bigger picture of what GAPA is, what community is, what the organization 
is, so we can get as many perspectives and build a community through that.  
 
John Silva (05:43): With GAPA, it was really in the 1980s, a real organization that took pride in being 
gay and Asian. Now it is sort of like taken as a matter of course, but in those days to be a GAPA 
member and to go out during Gay Pride Week and Gay Pride Parades, and all sorts of gay events was 
a matter of assertion and serious and yet also very proud of being able to be out there. I mean now I 
look at it and it seemed frivolous, but in those days it was a very serious thing to say, "I'm gay, I'm 
out, and I'm going to be out in the public, and I have to come out to my parents."  
 
Umi Hsu (06:32): When I first came across Lavender Godzilla while doing research at the Archive, I 
was really drawn to the name. I asked Dino about the origin of the name.  
 
Dino Duazo (06:41): We had a retreat in Angel Island trying to come up with names for the 
organization. And I don't know if Jesse was being serious or he just wanted to throw it out, but he 
said, "Lavender Godzilla." It was a great name. It's a blend of the queer perspective, the lavender and 
then the Asian perspective with Godzilla, which is ancient and modern, it's this dinosaur, but it's really 
tied into the modern world. You can be destructive but the lavender softens it, makes it like a 
non-binary thing. That kind of reflects our community too, there's this kind of passive stereotype but 
there's a fire within that we can put to use and put out there when we want to. 
 
Umi Hsu (07:27): Hearing about Lavender Godzilla as a symbol of a queer Asian community, I got 
curious about what it was like to be Asian and gay in the Bay area in the 1980s when GAPA was 
forming. This is what John said.  
 
Asian and Gay in the San Francisco Bay Area 
 
John Silva (07:39): Joining GAPA and being with GAPA in the 80s was a source of community for 
many gay Asians. And many of them were gay immigrant Asians who were also trying to figure out 
what it means to live in America and meeting up with people because of that diversity in people. And I 
noticed that many of my GAPA friends had to navigate themselves in situations where, especially with 
relations to white gay men, there was all these roles that had to be played or were being played to be 
accepted as a gay Asian man. So, the gay Asian man had to be kind of sexy and had certain qualities 
and it was all made up and it was all what the thinking was of how a gay Asian man will be sexy or a 
commodity in this culture. So, when you hang out with all these other gay men, Asian men, all of that 
sort of disappears, all of that having to deal with the outside world and realize that there's so much 
more strength, so much more akin and loving with other gay Asians. 
 
Creating Lavender Godzilla 
 
Umi Hsu (09:07): I asked how this feeling of a community translated into the creation of the 
newsletter. John told me about how writing his personal life as a cultural strategy to uplift the lives of 
LGBTQ people.  
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in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
John Silva (09:18): And I think using my personal life, because that's it, I mean that's my truth. Nobody 
can sort of deny that my truth, of course I can embellish my truth but it's my truth. Then I managed to 
get more into people's hearts and minds and that I think is the best way to expand LGBTQ 
consciousness.  
 
Dino Duazo (09:45): I think it's basically just to give our community a voice because it was so limited 
and there was a sense of perceptions boxing us in. Since it was a new organization, there was a lot of 
excitement about all the things we were doing, all the things that we could accomplish, so that 
translated into the newsletter in terms of just reporting, but we also wanted to share personal stories. 
In the beginning I think a lot of it was coming out and identity, but as time went on to broaden that we 
focused on different aspects like sexuality, family. Then we broadened even more, like, food and 
travel. I mean all the different perspectives that queer APIs had, it's just to get a sense of us as a 
community, all the different aspects of us, not just what the mainstream media would have us be, but 
just reflect back to the community, all that we could be, and all that we are to show the diversity. But 
then there's still that common thread of who we are as queer APIs because the Asian experience is so 
broad. It's life, basically. 
 

 
 
Notes: 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source A: Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, “Lunar New Year Invite,” from Lavender Godzilla: Voices of the 
Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, Dec. 1988. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source B: Bruce Britton, “Retreat ‘87,” from Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays’ AP Newsletter, May 1987. Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays 
(A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries; and Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays, “Retreat group picture.” Asian/Pacific Lesbians 
and Gays (A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source G: Jack Ferrucci, “George Takei Gets A Star,” from Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays’ AP 
Newsletter, January 1987. Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays (A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the 
USC Libraries. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Created by Paige Shakeri in collaboration with One Institute, UCLA History-Geography Project,  
OUT for Safe Schools® at the LA LGBT Center, and ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 

20 



What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source C: “What GAPA Means to Me,” from Lavender Godzilla: Voices of the Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, June 1990. Periodicals collection, 
ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source H: Roy Kawasaki, “Asian Rap,” Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays’ AP Newsletter, 1981. 
Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays (A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source F: Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays, “Letter from a Newcomer,” from AP Newsletter, Aug. 
1981. Asian/Pacific Lesbians and Gays (A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source I: Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, “Hooray for Kiki!,” from from Lavender Godzilla: A Monthly 
Publication for Gay Asian Pacific Alliance Members and Supporters, July 1996. Periodicals collection, 
ONE Archives at the USC Libraries; and Erin Souza, “Kiki Whitlock with ‘Unsung Hero’ Award 
presented by Kaiser Permanente,” from ETVC Newsletter, June 1996. ETVC collection, Digital 
Transgender Archive. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source J: Asian Men HIV Positive Support Group of the Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, “HIV Support 
Group for Asian/Pacific Gay and Bisexual Men,” from Lavender Godzilla: Voices of the Gay Asian 
Pacific Alliance, June 1989. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source K: John L. Silva, “A Photograph of a Gay Ancestor,” from Lavender Godzilla: Voices of the 
Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, Oct. 1990. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source D:  Cathay Tsuyuki, “Internment Hearings,” from Asian/Pacific Lesbian and Gays’ AP 
Newsletter, Aug. 1981. Asian/Pacific Lesbian and Gays (A/PLG) records, ONE Archives at the USC 
Libraries. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source E: Stanley Rebultan, “Community Action Committee: ON THE POLITICAL FRONT,” from 
Asian/Pacific Lesbian and Gays’ AP Newsletter, July 1981. Asian/Pacific Lesbian and Gays (A/PLG) 
records, ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Source L: Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, “Immigration, Homophobia, Racism,” from Lavender Godzilla: 
Voices of the Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, Fall 1991. Periodicals collection, ONE Archives at the USC 
Libraries. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Created by Paige Shakeri in collaboration with One Institute, UCLA History-Geography Project,  
OUT for Safe Schools® at the LA LGBT Center, and ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. 

29 



What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Queer AAPI Community Organizations 

 

Ink-Pair-Share: Take a few moments to write about community: What makes up a community?  
What communities do you belong to?  How/why do you feel connected to those communities?  How 
do communities support each other?  (3-4 sentences) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Key words: Write each definition in the box below. 

Community  
 
 
 
 
 

Intersectionality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Background: Write down 5 pieces of information from the podcast that help you better understand 
the AAPI queer community. 

1.   
 
 
 

2.   
 
 
 

3.  
 
 
  

4.  
 
 
  

5.  
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Document Analysis: As you review the documents with the group, fill out the analysis pieces below. 
 

Source Main Idea  
 

What is happening in this 
document? 

Response to Inquiry 
Question 

 
 What kind of support is 

evident in this document? 

Evidence  
 

Write down a direct quote (or 
paraphrase) from the 

document that supports your 
response to the inquiry 

question. 

Source A  
GAPA Lunar 
New Year 
Invite, 
Lavender 
Godzilla 

 
 
 
 
 

 Celebrations/Joy 
 Representation/ 
Visibility 

 Education/Activism 

 

Source B 
“Retreat ‘87”, 
A/PLG 
Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 

 Celebrations/Joy 
 Representation/ 
Visibility 

 Education/Activism 

 

Source C 
“What GAPA 
Means to 
Me”, 
Lavender 
Godzilla 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Celebrations/Joy 
 Representation/ 
Visibility 

 Education/Activism 

 

Source D 
“Internment 
Hearings”, 
A/PLG 
Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Celebrations/Joy 
 Representation/ 
Visibility 

 Education/Activism 

 

Source E 
“Community 
Action 
Committee: 
ON THE 
POLITICAL 
FRONT”,  
A/PLG 
Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Celebrations/Joy 
 Representation/ 
Visibility 

 Education/Activism 

 

Source F 
“Court 
Decision”, AP 
Newsletter  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Celebrations/Joy 
 Representation/ 
Visibility 

 Education/Activism 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Paragraph Response: Write a paragraph answering the inquiry question.  Use two pieces of evidence 
from the documents to support your claim. 
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What role did community organizations play in supporting queer AAPI people 
in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 
Document-Based Inquiry (DBI) Poster 
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